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EDITORIAL NOTE 

 

 

Words defined in Section 2800 of this Resolution are printed in CAPITAL 

LETTERS when they appear in the text of the Resolution.  The definitions should 

be considered as part of the related text. 

 

Marginal notes indicate text changes since the original version of the Resolution of 

November 16, 1961.  Thus (R-6) indicates a minor text change effective May 21, 

1981; (OR-8) indicates entirely new text added effective January 18, 1986; and 

(DR-5) indicates a major text deletion effective June 5, 1977. 

 

The amendment of August 1, 1984 involved extensive revisions throughout the 

text.  The entire revised Zoning Resolution was made part of the amendment.  This 

version of the text is therefore the formally correct version of the Resolution up to 

that date. 

 

The amendment of January 18, 1986 included text changes, changing the sequence 

of the text Sections, and renumbering of Sections.  Again, the entire text, including 

revisions, was made part of the amendment.  This version; the edition certified on 

January 28, 1986, is formally correct and superseded all earlier versions of original 

text or amendments.  The marginal notes in the present edition, however, indicate 

the first date of addition, deletions, or revision of text; no attempt has been made to 

show my marginal notes the rearrangement or renumbering of text that was part of 

the August 1, 1984 and January 18, 1986 amendments or the revised text 

references that resulted. 
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WHEREAS, THE Board of Trustees of Chatham Township deems it in the interest 

of the public health, safety, morals, comfort, and general welfare of said Township 

and its residents to establish a general plan of zoning for the unincorporated area of 

said Township, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of Chatham 

Township that the following Resolution be enacted:            (R-8)   

A Resolution providing for the zoning of the unincorporated area of Chatham 

Township by regulating the location, size and USE of BUILDINGS AND 

STRUCTURES, the area and dimensions of LOTS and yards, and the USE of 

lands and for such purposes dividing the unincorporated area of the Township into 

ZONES or DISTRICTS of such number, sizes and shapes as are deemed best 

suited to carry out said purposes, providing a method of administration, and 

prescribing penalties and proceedings for the administration and enforcement of 

this Resolution. 
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SECTION I - ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION 

 

100      PURPOSE 

 

For the purpose of promoting public health, safety, morals, comfort and 

general welfare; to conserve and protect property and property values; to 

secure the most appropriate USE of land; and to facili tate adequate but 

economical provision of public improvements, all in accordance with a 

comprehensive plan, the Board of Trustees of Chatham Township finds 

it necessary and advisable to regulate the location, HEIGHT, bulk, 

number of stories and size of BUILDINGS and other STRUCTURES 

including tents, cabins and HOUSE TRAILERS, percentages of LOT 

areas which may be occupied, SETBACK BUILDING LINES, sizes of 

yards, COURTS and other OPEN SPACES and density of population, 

the USES of BUILDINGS and other STRUCTURES including tents, 

cabins and HOUSE TRAILERS and the USES of land for trade, 

industry, residence, recreation or other purposes and for such purposes 

divide the unincorporated area of the Township into DISTRICTS or 

ZONES.  

 

200   VALIDITY AND SEPARABILI TY                    

     

 

It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that, if any provision or 

provisions of this Resolution, or the application thereof to any zoning 

LOT, BUILDING or other STRUCTURE, or tract of land, are declared 

by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or ineffective in whole 

or in part, or to be inapplicable to any person or situation, the 

effectiveness of such decision shall be limited to the provision or 

provisions which are expressly stated in the decision to be invalid or 

ineffective, or to the zoning LOT, BUILDING or other STRUCTURE, 

or tract of land immediately involved in the controversy. All other 

provisions of this Resolution shall continue to be separate and fully 

effective, and the application of any such provision to other persons or 

situations shall not be affected.  

 

300    REPEALER                     

     

All existing resolutions of Chatham Township, Medina County, Ohio, 

inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-8) 

 

 

 

(R-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (OR-7) 
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SECTION II - GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

400     DISTRICTS  

 

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Resolution, the 

unincorporated area of the Township is hereby divided into the 

following DISTRICTS:  

 

401 Residential and agricultural, which shall be designated as "R-1" and  

 "R-2" DISTRICTS; 

 

402 Deleted 

 

403 Chatham Township is a predominantly Residential/Agricultural 

community with provisions for Business and Commercial activities. An 

Industrial DISTRICT is deemed unnecessary at this time; addition of 

Industrial USES will require rezoning and remapping for an Industrial 

DISTRICT.  

 

404 The DISTRICTS as shown on the map hereto attached are hereby 

established and said map hereby is made a part a part of this Resolution.  

 

405 No BUILDING or premises shall be used and no BUILDING shall be 

erected except in conformity with the regulations prescribed herein for 

the DISTRICT in which it is located.  

 

500    GENERAL REGULATIONS  

 

501 Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to locate, erect, 

construct, reconstruct, enlarge or structurally alter any BUILDING 

except in conformity with the regulations of the DISTRICT in which 

such BUILDING is located.  

 

502 Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to use any land or 

BUILDING for any purpose other than is permitted in the DISTRICT in 

which such land or BUILDING is located.  

 

503 No OPEN SPACE provided about any BUILDING for the purpose of 

complying with the provisions of this Resolution shall be considered as 

providing OPEN SPACE for any other BUILDING. 

 

504 No parcel of land held under one ownership, with or without 

BUILDINGS, at the time this Resolution becomes effective shall be so 

reduced nor shall any parcel be subdivided, in any manner below the 

minimum LOT WIDTH and LOT area required by this Resolution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-18) 

 

(DR-18) 

 

 

(R-9, 17) 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-8) 

 

 

(R-8) 
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 GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

505 In no case shall there be more than one (1) residential 

BUILDING on one (1) LOT.  

 

506 It shall be unlawful to use land in any DISTRICT providing such 

USE is noxious, dangerous, or offensive by reason of odor, dust, 

smoke, gas, noise, fumes, flame, vibration, insects or vermin.  

 

507  LOT STORAGE                                                 

 

507.01 JUNK MOTOR VEHICLES or unlicensed motor vehicles which 

are parked on any LOT for more than fifteen (15) days shall be 

stored within an enclosed BUILDING with permanently attached 

walls.  

 

507.02 No LOT in any DISTRICT shall be used for the outside storage 

or processing of JUNK.  

 

508  SITE PLAN REVIEW AND CONFORMANCE                       

 

508.01 General- All major subdivisions shall have a Site Plan approved 

by the Board of Zoning Commissioners prior to issuance of a 

Zoning Permit.  

 

In order to promote the orderly development of the Site Plan to 

required specifications the Board of Zoning Commissioners and 

the Zoning Inspector shall encourage informal discussions with 

the applicant prior to formal application for a Zoning Permit.  

 

Site Plans shall be submitted to the Zoning Inspector. Site Plans 

shall be reviewed by the Board of Zoning Commissioners at one 

or more of its public meetings. Within forty five (45) days after 

the first public meeting at which the Site Plan is reviewed, the 

Board of Zoning Commissioners shall approve, approve with 

modifications or disapprove the Site Plan.  

 

508.02 Assistance- Site Plans may be submitted by the Township for 

review and comment to other local agencies having expertise felt 

to be of value.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-14) 

 

 

 

(R-6) 

 

(OR-13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-13) 

 

(R-17, 18) 

 

 

(DR-17) 

 

(DR-17) 

 

 

 

 

(DR-17) 

 

 

(DR-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 5 

 GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

508.03 Application Requirements- The Site Plan shall be drawn to a 

legible scale, shall show topographical features of the LOT, 

BUILDING placement, and activity areas, and shall include a 

circulation and parking plan, planting and landscape plan, and 

architectural drawings of the exterior of STRUCTURES. A 

description of the proposed development or operation shall be 

provided in sufficient detail to indicate possible emission of 

energy and matter beyond the LOT LINES, with engineering 

plans for the handling of any excess. The Site Plans shall include 

drawings of ACCESSORY BUILDINGS, SIGNS and screening 

for trash or other outdoor storage areas.  

 

508.04 Review Standards- Review and action on Site Plan applications 

shall be based on the following standards:  

 

508.0401 The Site Plan shall show that thoroughfares, service roads, 

DRIVEWAYS, and parking areas are designed to encourage 

pedestrian and vehicular safety on both public and private lands.  

 

508.0402 All the development features including the PRINCIPAL 

BUILDINGS, OPEN SPACES, service roads, DRIVEWAYS, 

and parking areas shall be located and related so as to minimize 

the possibility of adverse effects on adjacent development.  

 

508.0403 Maximum possible visual and auditory privacy for surrounding 

properties and occupants shall be provided through good design 

and use of proper building materials, landscaping, and living 

screening such as evergreen trees.  

 

508.0404 Screening of parking areas, service areas, and refuse storage 

areas from surrounding properties shall be provided through 

landscaping and/or ornamental walls or fences where necessary 

to promote harmony with adjacent development.  

 

508.0405 On-site traffic circulation shall be designed to make possible 

adequate fire, emergency medical, and police protection.  

 

508.0406 In the case of a commercial USE, adequate provisions shall be 

made for the disposal of wastes. Wastes containing poisonous, 

corrosive, flammable or explosive solids, liquids or gases, oils or 

grease shall not be discharged into the sanitary sewer or into 

water courses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-17) 

 

 

 

 

(R-17) 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

508.407 Grading and surface drainage provisions shall be designed to 

  minimize adverse effects on abutting properties, streams, and 

  PUBLIC STREETS and to minimize the possibility of erosion. 

  Such provisions shall be in compliance with the Medina County 

  Stormwater Management and Sediment Control Rules and  

  Regulations 

   

508.0408 Curb cuts, internal drives, parking areas, and pedestrian 

walkways shall be arranged to promote safe and efficient 

movement within the site, between adjacent sites, and between 

the site and the adjacent thoroughfare system.  

 

508.0409 The number and location of openings from the site to adjacent 

thoroughfares shall be designed to maintain the traffic movement 

function of arterial and collector streets.  

 

508.0410 The overall development concept shall reflect the intent and 

recommendations of applicable comprehensive plans adopted by 

Chatham Township.  

 

508.0411 All lighting shall be directed away from adjacent streets and 

roads so as not to impair safe movement of traffic. No lighting 

shall shine directly on adjacent properties or on adjacent 

residences.  

 

508.0412 The USE will be served adequately by essential public facilities 

and services such as highways; streets; police, fire, and 

emergency medical protection; drainage STRUCTURES; refuse 

disposal; water and sewer; water sources for fire fighting; and 

schools; or the persons or agencies responsible for that 

establishment of the proposed USE shall be able to provide 

adequately for any such facility or service.  

 

508.0413 The USE will not create excessive additional requirements at 

public cost for public facilities and services and will not be 

detrimental to the economic welfare of the community.  

 

508.0414 All major subdivisions shall have fire suppression ponds with dry 

hydrant systems and minimum capacity as established by the 

Chatham Township Fire Department. Design standards for the 

dry hydrant system must be obtained from the Chatham 

Township Fire Department. The dry hydrant will be maintained 

by the Chatham Township Fire Department.  

 

Ownership of said pond will be established at the time of 

approval of the subdivision. The Township has no liability 

exposure in regard to the pond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-17) 

 

 

 

(OR-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-17) 
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 GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

508.05 Conformance with Site Plan-  

 

508.0501 All aspects of the development shall conform to the approved 

Site Plan. The Zoning Inspector shall inspect the development to 

make sure it conforms to the Site Plan.  

 

508.0502 Before a site governed by an approved Site Plan is occupied or 

put into operation it shall be examined by the Zoning Inspector to 

determine what elements of the approved Site Plan have not yet 

been completed. The Zoning Board which approved the Site Plan 

shall then meet with the Zoning Inspector and the site owner or 

developer and determine which of the uncompleted elements 

must be completed prior to site occupancy or operation and 

which uncompleted elements may be completed later subject to a 

performance bond or other financial guarantee. A performance 

bond or other financial guarantee shall be placed on deposit with 

the Township Fiscal Officer to insure that any elements not 

completed at the time of approved occupancy or operation are 

completed in accordance with approved plans. Such bond or 

guarantee shall be in an amount equal to the cost of construction 

of the improvements based on an estimate approved by the 

Township Trustees and shall be for a period not to exceed three 

years and providing for the complete construction of the 

improvements within that period.  

 

509 No accessory USE, BUILDING, or STRUCTURE may be 

constructed or otherwise placed on a parcel until such time as a 

principal USE of that parcel has been established.  
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 GENERAL REGULATIONS   

 

600   CLASSIFICATION OF USES  

 

For the purposes of this Resolution, the various USES of 

BUILDINGS and premises shall be classified according to the 

particular zoning DISTRICT in which the BUILDINGS or 

premises are located.  

 

601 "R-1" and "R-2" DISTRICTS  

 

The following USES shall be deemed Class "R-1" and "R-2" 

USES and permitted in all DISTRICTS:    

       

601.01 SINGLE or TWO-FAMILY DWELLING and BUILDINGS 

ACCESSORY thereto.  

 

601.02 Roadside stands for the sale of agricultural products produced on 

the property consisting of removable structures, provided such 

structures are set back beyond the right of way of the highway or 

road and provided that adequate facilities are maintained in 

conjunction therewith for off-the-road parking.  

 

601.03 Any agricultural purpose. 

 

602 Deleted  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-18) 

 

 

 

(DR-1,13, R-7,11) 

(DR-1) 

(R-14) 

 

(R-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

(DR-18) 
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 GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

700    PROHIBITED USES  

 

The following USES shall be deemed to constitute a nuisance 

and shall not be permitted in any DISTRICT:  

 

700.01 Metallic powder works.                             

 

700.02 Manufacture of storage of explosives, gun powder or fireworks.  

 

700.03 Bulk petroleum station with tanks above the ground.  

 

700.04 Chemical Plant. 

 

700.05 Crematory.  

 

700.06 Distilling of bones, fat or glue, glue or gelatin manufacturing.  

 

700.07  Auto racetrack.  

 

700.08 Manufacture of fertilizer.  

 

700.09 Dumping, storing, burying, reducing, disposing of or burning 

garbage, refuse, scrap metal, rubbish, raw or processed human 

excrement, offal or dead animals, except such as results from 

normal USE of premises.                                             

 

700.10 Pollution of streams or watercourses.  

 

700.11 Commercial JUNK YARDS and commercial auto JUNK 

YARDS.  

 

700.12 Trailer parks or cabins for transient USE.  

 

700.13 Outdoor theaters or commercial amusement parks.  

 

700.14 Hospitals or sanitariums for contagious diseases, mental 

disorders, or drug or alcohol addicts.  

 

700.15 BASEMENTS, wholly or partially below the grade of the LOT 

upon which they are located, for dwelling purposes, temporary or 

permanent.   

                    

700.16 Brewery.  

 

700.17 Correctional or penal institutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-9) 

 

(R-8,13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-6) 

 

(R-14) 

 

 

 

(R-13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-7) 
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 GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

700.18 The USE of camping trailers, other types of camping vehicles or 

equipment, or recreational facilities, such as cabins or lodges, or 

HOUSE TRAILERS or MOBILE HOMES for residence or 

DWELLING UNIT purposes. 

 

700.19 All racing of motorized vehicles shall be prohibited.  

 

700.20 REAR HOUSES  

 

700.21 Easements or rights-of-way to allow access to USES or lots, 

other than those of Sections 900, 1000, 1200, or 1400, which 

would otherwise have no access to PUBLIC highways, 

STREETS or roads. All USES or LOTS, other than those noted 

must have FRONTAGE upon a highway, road, or street.  

 

700.22 Rifle ranges, skeet shooting ranges, pistol ranges or other ranges 

for the USE of firearms for other than personal USE.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-1) 

 

(R-5) 

(R-11, 14) 

 

(OR-3) 

 

(DR-4, R-7) 

 

(OR-8) 

 

(R-14) 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 
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 GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

800   NONCONFORMING USES  

 

NONCONFORMING USES are specifically addressed in 

Section 519.19 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 

800.01 Any NONCONFORMING USE existing at the time this 

Resolution takes effect may be continued, except that if the USE 

is voluntarily discontinued for two (2) years or more, it shall be 

deemed abandoned and any further USE must be in conformity 

with the USES permitted in such DISTRICT.  

 

800.02 Any land, LOT or BUILDING arranged, intended or designed 

for a NONCONFORMING USE, the construction of which has  

 been started at the time of passage, or amendment, of this 

Resolution, but not completed, may be completed and put to such 

NONCONFORMING USE, providing it is done within one (1) 

year after this Resolution, or amendment thereto, takes effect.  

 

800.03 Any BUILDING, STRUCTURE or other facility existing as a 

NONCONFORMING USE at the time this Resolution takes 

effect, which is destroyed by fire or the elements, may be 

reconstructed and restored providing the same is done within two 

(2) years from the date of said destruction.  

 

800.04 Any addition or change to a NONCONFORMING USE which 

increases the nonconformity of a site or area shall be subject to 

approval of the Board of Zoning Appeals.  

 

800.05 Whenever a NONCONFORMING USE has been changed to a 

more restricted USE or to a conforming USE, such USE shall not 

thereafter be changed to a less restricted or NONCONFORM-

ING USE.  

 

900   AGRICULTURE  

 

In conformance with Section 591.21 of the Ohio Revised Code, 

this Resolution in no manner prohibits or regulates the usage of 

any land, BUILDING or STRUCTURE for agricultural purposes. 

 

Land in any DISTRICT may be used for agricultural purposes. 

No zoning certificate shall be required for the construction of 

BUILDINGS incident to the USE for agricultural purposes of the 

land on which such BUILDINGS shall be located. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-1) 

 

(R-8) 

 

 

(R-8) 

 

(R-1) 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-1,3,14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-8) 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

A residence or dwelling and all ACCESSORY non-agricultural 

BUILDINGS and STRUCTURES shall conform to the 

requirements of this Resolution, although these BUILDINGS and 

STRUCTURES are located upon agricultural lands.  

 

For the purposes of this Resolution, and in conformance with 

Section 519.01 of the Ohio Revised Code, "agriculture" shall 

include agriculture, farming, dairying, pasturage, apiculture, 

horticulture, foresting, floriculture, viticulture and animal or 

poultry husbandry. 

 

1000    PUBLIC UTILITIES AND RAILROADS  

 

Regulation of Public Utilities and Railroads shall be as allowed 

by Federal Regulations, applicable sections of the Ohio Revised 

Code, and applicable court rulings.  

 

1100    PONDS, LAKES AND POOLS 

 

A Township Zoning Permit shall be required for all public or 

private ponds, lakes or pools containing a depth of over eighteen 

(18) inches of water and two thousand (2000) square feet of 

surface area.  

 

Pools shall meet the location requirements for structures given in 

Section 1700, excluding the minimum separation between 

structures.  

 

Ponds shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from the 

main building and all property lines and from the highway right-

of-way sideline, as measured from the waterline at overflow 

condition or from the toe of the dam or elevated ground around 

the pond (whichever is closer).  

 

A fee shall accompany the application for a Zoning Permit for a 

pond, lake or pool. Fees are determined by resolution of the 

Chatham Township Trustees according to Chapter 2600 of this 

Resolution. Appendix A, attached hereto, presents the current 

Schedule of Zoning Fees and Bonds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8, R-19) 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 

 

(OR-3, R-6) 

 

 

 

 

(OR-6, R-17) 

 

 

 

(OR-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-3,6,7) 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

In all cases the above ponds, lakes or pools shall meet the 

standards and specifications of the Medina County Soil and 

Water Conservation District and all pertinent sections of the 

Ohio Revised Code.  

 

All Applications for Zoning Permits for a pond, lake or pool with 

surface area of more than one-quarter (1/4) acre will require a 

copy of the plans which have been reviewed and stamped by the 

Medina County Soil and Water Conservation District.  

 

1200        SIGN REGULATION AND OUTDOOR ADVERTISING   

 

1201  PURPOSE                                                  

 

This article sets forth certain requirements which will provide for 

the use, location, size and content of SIGNS throughout the 

Township, in an orderly manner that will promote traffic safety, 

provide for adequate identification of USES, and minimize the 

confusion and self-defeating consequences of the use of an 

excessive number or size of SIGNS.  

 

1202  LIMITATION                

 

1202.01 Official SIGNS Excluded from Regulation  

All SIGNS erected and maintained pursuant to any governmental 

function and necessary to the public safety and welfare or SIGNS 

incident to legal process are exempt from regulation under this 

article.  

 

1202.02  ODOT Permits  

Under Chapter 5516 of the Ohio Revised Code and the 

regulations adopted pursuant thereto, all SIGNS within 660 feet 

of the right of way of certain State Routes are subject to 

regulation by the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT). 

Zoning Permits for SIGNS along such right of ways shall not be 

issued without evidence that a permit has first been issued by 

ODOT, or that ODOT has determined that a state permit is not 

required.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-6) 

 

 

 

 

(OR-6) 

 

 

 

 

(R-8) 

 

(OR-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

1203  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

The regulations of this Section shall apply to all SIGNS in all 

zoning DISTRICTS.  

 

1203.01 Lighting and Illumination  

Unless expressly permitted elsewhere in this article, no SIGN 

shall be lighted or illuminated, internally of externally. Any 

SIGN incorporating light or illumination shall require a Zoning 

Permit even if the usage or location would not otherwise require 

a permit.  

 

Any SIGN incorporating light or illumination shall use only light 

or illumination of constant intensity and color. No SIGN shall 

utilize lights or illumination which varies in color or intensity, 

flashes, rotates, moves or is intermittent.  

 

Where SIGN lighting or illumination is permitted, evidence of a 

county electrical inspection of the SIGN installation shall be 

required before any Zoning Permit shall be issued.  

 

Where SIGN lighting or illumination is permitted, either indirect 

internal and/or external lighting may be used. Where external 

illumination is used, the light source shall be so mounted and 

shielded that the field of illumination is limited to the SIGN. In 

no event shall a SIGN be placed so that light is directed or 

reflected upon highway right of ways or adjacent property.  

Where internal lighting is used, the light source shall be so 

placed that light cannot be directed or reflected upon highway 

right of ways or adjacent property. This restriction shall apply 

even in the event of the failure of surface elements of the SIGN 

through cracking, breakage, improper installation and/or 

maintenance or other failure modes.  

 

1203.02 Movement  

No SIGN or part thereof shall incorporate or use any parts or 

elements which revolve, spin, rotate, move or otherwise make 

use of motion. All SIGNS and parts thereof shall be static and 

stationary. No SIGN or part thereof shall contain or consist of 

banners, pennants, streamers, ribbons, spinners or other similar 

moving parts or devices.  

 

1203.03 Right of Way  

No SIGN shall be placed in or shall extend into any public right 

of way.  

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

1203.04 Similarity to Traffic Control Devices  

No SIGN visible from any public road, highway or thoroughfare 

shall utilize or contain any color, shape, symbol, word or words 

which could cause confusion because of their resemblance to 

traffic control or directional signals or SIGNS.  

 

1203.05 Portable SIGNS  

No differentiation shall be made between portable or mobile 

SIGNS and other types of SIGN structure. Any portable or 

mobile SIGN must conform to all the requirements and 

restrictions of this article.  

 

1203.06 Location  

All SIGNS shall be erected so as not to obstruct traffic sight lines 

or traffic control or direction controls or SIGNS.    

 

No SIGN of more than four (4) square feet in AREA shall be 

located within one hundred and fifty (150) feet of any highway 

intersection unless affixed to a BUILDING.  

 

1203.07 Construction  

All SIGNS shall be erected using materials and methods which 

will enhance the safety of the finished SIGN. Any SIGN using 

transparent or translucent panels shall use materials which will 

not shatter or break. The use of conventional glass is prohibited.  

 

1203.08 Zoning Permit Lifetime  

All Zoning Permits for SIGNS, issued under this Article, shall be 

for a period of one (1) year, with automatic renewal each year, 

without additional fee; unless the Chatham Township Zoning 

Inspector shall determine that the terms and conditions of the 

Permit are not being honored. Upon such a determination the 

Zoning Inspector shall notify the Permit holder of the violation in 

sufficient time to allow correction before the expiration of the 

Permit. Should the Permit holder fail to make the required 

improvements prior to the permit expiration date, it will be 

necessary to apply for a new Permit upon correction. A new 

Permit will require payment of the applicable fee. 

 

1203.09 Unsafe SIGNS  

Should any SIGN be or become unsafe, or be in danger of 

falling, the Permit holder thereof shall, upon written notice of the 

Zoning Inspector, proceed at once to put said SIGN in a safe and 

secure condition or remove the SIGN. Noncompliance with the 

notice of the Zoning Inspector shall be a violation of the code, 

for which the Permit holder may be prosecuted.  
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

1204 SIGNS PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS AND NOT 

REQUIRING A PERMIT  

 

The following SIGNS shall be permitted in any zoning 

DISTRICTS and shall not require a Zoning Certificate,  

 

1204.01 Residence SIGN  

Each residence or dwelling shall be permitted one (1) SIGN not 

exceeding four (4) square feet in AREA.  

 

1204.02 Directional SIGNS  

SIGNS, not to exceed four (4) square feet in AREA, directing 

and guiding traffic and parking on private property but bearing 

no advertising matter. Two (2) SIGNS per access DRIVEWAY 

shall be permitted.  

 

1204.03 Real Estate SIGNS  

Real estate SIGNS when placed on properties for sale or rent, not   

exceeding six (6) square feet in AREA.  

 

1204.04 HOME OCCUPATION SIGNS  

SIGNS advertising HOME OCCUPATIONS, as defined in 

Section 2006 of this Resolution, not exceeding ten (10) square 

feet in AREA and limited to one SIGN per dwelling.  

 

1204.05 Temporary SIGNS  

Temporary SIGNS announcing special public or institutional 

events, BUILDING erection or similar USES. Election SIGNS 

promoting issues and candidates for public office shall be 

considered to be within this category. Such SIGNS shall be less 

than sixteen (16) square feet in AREA, shall not be displayed 

more than thirty (30) days before the start of the event or project 

they advertise, and shall be removed within two (2) weeks of the 

completion of that event or project. CIVIC PURPOSE SIGNS 

and election SIGNS less than thirty two (32) square feet in 

AREA may be displayed for a period not to exceed fourteen (14) 

days.  

 

1204.06 Institutional SIGNS  

SIGNS or bulletin boards customarily incidental to places of 

worship, public BUILDINGS and institutions, social clubs or 

societies, libraries or museums. Such SIGNS or bulletin boards 

shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet in AREA and shall be 

located on the premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

(DR-7, R-8) 

 

 

 

(R-13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-13) 

 

 

(R-13) 

(R-13) 

 

 

(R-13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (R-13) 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

1204.07 Small Off-Premises Directional SIGNS  

SIGNS showing direction to businesses, institutions or events. 

Such sign shall be less than two (2) square feet in AREA, and no 

more than four (4) SIGNS may be displayed per business, 

Institution, or event.  

 

1205  ON-PREMISES SIGNS REQUIRING A PERMIT 

 

The following types of SIGNS, when associated with the 

premises on which they are located, shall be permitted in all R-2 

districts upon the issuance of a Zoning Permit. Lighting of these 

on-premises SIGNS shall be permitted when the general 

requirements of Section 1203 are satisfied.  

 

1205.01 Wall SIGNS  

Each business or industry shall be permitted one accessory wall 

SIGN. Wall SIGNS shall not exceed an AREA equivalent to one 

and one-half (1 1/2) square feet of SIGN AREA for each lineal 

foot of BUILDING FRONTAGE. BUILDINGS facing more 

than one right of way may have one wall SIGN facing each right 

of way.  

 

Wall SIGNS shall not project more than eighteen (18) inches 

from the face of the wall and shall not extend above or beyond 

the building wall. All portions of a projecting SIGN shall be at 

least nine (9) feet above the ground, walkway, or other surface 

below the SIGN.  

 

Wall SIGNS shall not cover any doorway, window or fire 

escape.  

 

1205.02 Pole SIGNS  

Each business shall be permitted one (1) accessory pole SIGN in 

addition to the wall SIGN permitted in Section 1205.01 above. 

Such SIGN shall not exceed forty (40) square feet in AREA, 

exceed twenty five (25) feet in height, and shall not be located 

within twenty (20) feet of any highway right of way side line, 

except that business pole SIGNS smaller than ten (10) square 

feet in AREA may be located closer than twenty (20) feet from a 

highway right of way side line.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-13) 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 

 

 

(R-14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-18) 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

1206 NON-ACCESSORY OR OFF-PREMISES SIGNS  

  (BILLBOARDS)  

 

Section 519.20 of the Ohio Revised Code states that "Outdoor 

advertising shall be classified as a business use and be permitted 

in all districts zoned for industry, business or trade, or lands used 

for agricultural purposes."  

 

Non-accessory or off-premises SIGNS shall be permitted only in 

the R-2 DISTRICT and on lands used for agricultural purposes. 

Such SIGNS shall be located so as to maintain the same 

minimum front, side and rear SETBACK requirements as any 

other BUILDING or STRUCTURE in that DISTRICT.  

 

Non-accessory or off-premises SIGNS shall not be located less 

than five hundred (500) feet from any dwelling or other similar 

SIGN or any public park, school, library, church, hospital or 

similar institution.   The maximum AREA for a non-accessory or 

off-premises SIGN shall be three hundred (300) square feet. The 

maximum height for such SIGNS shall be thirty five (35) feet.    

Each SIGN shall carry a logo or similar identification of the 

owner, including the owner's name and current address.  

 

Non-accessory or off-premises SIGNS shall require a Zoning 

Permit. Before the permit shall be issued, the owner of the SIGN 

shall show proof of agreement with the property owner in the 

form of a lease agreement or similar document. As a part of this 

agreement, the property owner shall assume responsibility for 

removal of the SIGN if and when the owner cannot be located.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-18) 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

1300   ANTENNAS AND SOLAR COLLECTORS 

 

For the purposes of this Resolution, ANTENNAS are defined as 

a STRUCTURE and are thereby subject to all regulations of this 

Resolution.  

 

For the purposes of this Resolution, solar collectors are classified 

with ANTENNAS and by definition are considered to be subject 

to the same regulations.  

 

Within this Resolution, accessory ANTENNAS are a permitted 

USE but are subject to the following regulations:  

 

1301 ANTENNAS which are attached to a house or other 

STRUCTURE and extend less than fifteen (15) feet above the 

roof line shall require no Zoning Permit. Free standing 

ANTENNAS less than fifty (50) feet in height shall require no 

Zoning Permit.  

 

1302 Parabolic (dish) or similar types of ANTENNA, normally used 

as "satellite receivers", but not specifically designed and 

approved for roof mounting, shall not be mounted upon any 

BUILDING or dwelling, by reason of the mass of the 

ANTENNA and the wind loading thereof.  

 

1303 ANTENNAS, as STRUCTURES, are subject to all BUILDING 

LINE requirements, as set forth elsewhere in this Resolution.  

 

1304 Free standing ANTENNAS in excess of fifty (50) feet in height 

shall require a zoning permit. These ANTENNAS are subject to 

a further SETBACK requirement. Free standing ANTENNAS in 

excess of fifty (50) feet in height shall be located such that if the 

ANTENNA and supporting STRUCTURE were positioned 

horizontally on the ground, in any direction, with the base of the 

supporting STRUCTURE at its mounted location the entire 

ANTENNA and supporting STRUCTURE would be within the 

LOT LINES. All portions of the ANTENNA and supporting 

STRUCTURE, including any guy lines shall be located within 

the BUILDING LINES.  
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1400   OIL AND GAS REGULATIONS 

 

1401 PURPOSE  

 

Chatham Township is known to be the location of oil and natural 

gas deposits. This section sets forth certain requirements which 

will insure that any operations incidental to the exploration, 

extraction, or storage of oil and gas takes place in a manner fully 

compatible with the surrounding land USES in the Township, 

and does not endanger the public health, safety and welfare.  

 

1402 SAFETY PROVISIONS  

1403  

The following provisions are adopted to prevent and/or mitigate 

possible fire and explosion damage.  

 

1402.01 Plat Map  

For Fire Department use, there shall be filed with the Chatham 

Township Zoning Inspector and with the Chatham Fire 

Department a plat showing the point of ingress and egress for the 

site from a designated public road, as well as the location of the 

wellheads, in relation to STORAGE TANKS, power lines, all 

power shutoffs and oil shutoffs and oil flowline shutoffs.  

 

1402.02 Emergency Numbers  

Information required by state law such as emergency telephone 

numbers shall be posted at the well site and provided to the 

Chatham Township Zoning Inspector and the Chatham Fire 

Department.  

 

1402.03 Parking and Access Roads  

Truck loading areas shall be outside the road right of way with 

no parking of tank trucks, drilling rigs or any other vehicles 

related to the operation of, construction of, or maintenance of 

said well site and/or STORAGE TANKS within the road right of 

way. Truck loading areas shall be at least fifty (50) feet from the 

side or rear LOT LINES.  

 

Road damage caused by heavy equipment shall be repaired by 

the driller and/or Permit holder under the direction of and to the 

specifications established by the Board of Township Trustees. 

Dril ling and/or maintenance operations shall not result in mud or 

debris being deposited on the roads. Mud and debris deposited on 

the road shall be removed immediately by the Permit holder 

and/or driller. Truck loading areas shall be improved with stone,  

gravel or hard surfacing as necessary to prevent the depositing of 

mud and debris on the road.  

 

 

(OR-1, R-7) 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 
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(OR-7) 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

All installations shall be accessible to public safety vehicles. The 

access roads shall be at least fourteen (14) feet wide and 

equipped with turnaround areas. Access roads shall be 

constructed and maintained such as to permit all-season access 

for public safety vehicles.  

 

1402.04 Set-backs and Separation  

All oil and gas wells, STORAGE TANKS and separator units 

shall be placed not nearer than two hundred (200) feet from any 

residence or public BUILDING, nor shall any such BUILDING 

be erected within seventy five (75) feet from any existing or 

abandoned unplugged oil or gas well or any abandoned or active 

STORAGE TANK and/or separator unit.  

 

All oil and gas wells, STORAGE TANKS and separator units 

shall be placed not nearer than one hundred (100) feet, horizontal 

distance, from overhead power lines.  

 

All STORAGE TANKS shall be at least one hundred (100) feet 

from any road right of way. 

 

Gas and oil well STORAGE TANKS and related equipment shall 

be no closer than fifty (50) feet from any property line except 

that in cases of unitization, TANKS may be set on the common 

line between the unitized properties.  

 

1402.05 Site Operations and Maintenance  

Shut-off valves shall be painted a conspicuous color (such as 

fluorescent orange) for easy identification in an emergency.  

 

The immediate areas surrounding the drill site and STORAGE 

TANKS, for a distance of fifteen (15) feet shall be kept mowed 

and cleared of combustible materials, including trees and 

overhanging branches.  

 

All gas and oil lines shall be buried a minimum of thirty (30) 

inches below the surface and all lines shall be drawn on a map 

and recorded with the Chatham Township Zoning Inspector and 

Chatham Fire Department.  

 

No open fires shall be permitted within two hundred (200) feet of 

any gas well or STORAGE TANK except as otherwise provided 

by law or regulation.  

 

Subject to state requirements, flaring may be permitted into a pit 

after notifying the Chatham Township Trustees, who shall, in 

turn, notify the Chatham Fire Department.  

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

(R-13) 

 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

 

 

(R-1,7) 

 

(OR-7) 

(R-1) 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

STORAGE TANKS shall be painted, manholes locked, and 

discharge and fill valves shall be locked.  

 

All locks for fences, valves or manholes shall be keyed alike 

with keys on deposit with the Chatham Fire Department.  

 

1403  POLLUTION AND CONTAMINATION CONTROL        

 

Contamination of surface or ground water by substances 

resulting from, obtained from, or produced in connection with 

the exploration, drilling, production, storage, or transport of oil 

or gas or any of its by products is prohibited and the following 

regulations shall be followed.  

 

1403.01 All oil and gas production equipment at a wellhead and related 

STORAGE TANKS shall be diked. Said dikes shall be liquid 

tight and constructed to recommended standards of the Medina 

County Engineer. A diversionary swale shall be constructed 

where a dike is or is likely to be eroded or damaged by 

stormwater runoff. Such swale shall be constructed to 

recommended standards of the Medina County Engineer.  

 

1403.02 If during the construction of any temporary or permanent pit for 

the retention of substances resulting, obtained or produced in 

connection with the exploration, drilling or production of oil and 

gas, a subsurface drainage system is encountered, said subsurface 

drainage system shall be plugged at a point no closer than twenty 

(20) feet from the pit wall on both the inlet and outlet of said 

system. In addition, the subsurface drainage system shall be 

relocated at least twenty (20) feet from the edge of the pit.  

 

1403.03 Where the well site is on a steep slope or in a flood plain area, 

tanks rather than pits shall be installed and utilized for temporary 

storage of salt water, brine, and oil field waste. Said tanks shall 

be liquid-tight.  

 

1404  GENERAL 

  

 The Chatham Township Zoning Inspector shall inspect oil and 

gas wells and storage sites from time to time in order to insure 

compliance with all local regulations.  

 

The Chatham Township Zoning Inspector shall be notified prior 

to the setting of oil STORAGE TANK(S) to insure compliance 

with all local regulations.  

 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

(OR-1, DR-7) 

(OR-7 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

1500  MINIMUM BUILDING LOT AREA  

 

The minimum LOT area requirement shall be three (3) acres of 

LOT area for each SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING, institution 

or business operation unless such LOT was designated on a 

recorded plat or separately owned at the time this Resolution 

took effect and cannot practicably be enlarged to conform with 

the requirements of this Resolution.  

 

The minimum LOT area requirement shall be three (3) acres of 

LOT area per FAMILY DWELLING UNIT for each TWO-

FAMILY or MULTI -FAMILY DWELLING unless such LOT 

was designated on a recorded plat or separately owned at the 

time this Resolution took effect and cannot practicably be 

enlarged to conform with the requirements of this Resolution. 

 

LOT area computation shall be exclusive of all public road rights 

of way.  

 

In the R-2 District one (1) business building will be allowed in 

addition to (1) dwelling unit on a single LOT.                                       

 

1600  MINIMUM BUILDING LOT WIDTH  

 

No DWELLING, institution or business operation shall be 

erected in any DISTRICT on a LOT having a continuous 

FRONTAGE of less than two hundred (200) feet on one public 

thoroughfare and a LOT WIDTH of less than two hundred (200) 

feet unless such LOT was designated on a recorded plat or 

separately owned at the time this Resolution took effect and 

cannot be practicably enlarged to comply with the requirements 

of this Resolution.  

 

1700  BUILDING LINES AND YARD DEPTH 

 

No BUILDING or STRUCTURE or any portion thereof, except 

steps and uncovered porches less than ten (10) feet in width, 

shall be erected within one hundred (100) feet of the right of way 

side line of any highway, road or street. On any road or street 

which is not a State or U.S. Highway, the right of way side line 

shall be deemed to be thirty (30) feet from the center of the road.  

 

For CORNER LOTS, the BUILDING LINE restriction of the 

previous paragraph shall apply to all property lines bordering 

upon a highway, road or street.  

 

 

 

 

(R-13) 

 

(R-2,3) 

 

(R-13) 

 

 

(OR-3, DR-7) 

 

(R-2,3) 

(R-5,8) 

 

 

 

(OR-3, DR-7) 

 

(R-5,-12) 

 

(R-2, DR-5, R-5) 

(OR-20) 

 

 

 (R-13) 

 

(R-13) 

(R-14) 

(R-2,3), (R-14) 

(R-9) 

 

 

 

 

(DR-2, OR-3, DR-7) 

(R-7) 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

For every BUILDING or STRUCTURE erected in any 

DISTRICT, there shall be a minimum YARD DEPTH or 

WIDTH, side or rear, of twenty-five (25) feet. The SIDE YARD  

WIDTH and REAR YARD DEPTH shall remain open and 

unoccupied by any BUILDING or STRUCTURE.  

 

For CORNER LOTS, the minimum YARD DEPTH or WIDTH 

restriction shall apply to all property lines which do not border 

upon a highway, road or street.  

 

Attached garages or ACCESSORY BUILDINGS connected with 

the main BUILDING by a breezeway or other permanently 

constructed connection shall be construed to be a part of the main 

BUILDING for the purposes of this section. All other 

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS shall be separated from the main 

BUILDING by at least twenty (20) feet.  

 

Location of DRIVEWAY STRUCTURES shall be dictated by 

Section 1902.02.  Location of ponds and pond accessory 

STRUCTURES shall be dictated by Section 1100. 

 

In no case shall a residence be built closer than one hundred and 

fifty (150) feet behind another front lot back line. 

 

1800   MINIMUM DWELLING REQUIREMENTS 

 

No STRUCTURE shall be erected, reconstructed or converted 

for USE as a dwelling unless the minimum living area, or floor 

area, of Section 1801 or 1802 is provided.  

 

The foundation shall be a continuous footer extending below 

frost line and with a bearing wall around the perimeter of the 

STRUCTURE and shall include a continuous concrete pad, crawl 

space, and/or basement floor. 

 

All dwellings, single or multiple, shall have a minimum of one 

thousand (1000) square feet of foundation area.  

 

Breezeways, porches, open or enclosed, and garages do not 

constitute a living area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-3,7) 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-7) 
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(OR-20) 

 

 

 

(OR-20) 

 

(DR-7) 

(OR-20) 
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(OR-20) 

 

 

 

 

(OR-5, R-8) 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

1801  SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING 

 

Bedrooms per Dwelling            Minimum Floor Area  

w/Full BASEMENT    w/o BASEMENT  

Two bedroom, or less  1,200               1,200        

Three bedroom  1,200               1,500  

Four bedroom   1,400               1,700  

Five bedroom, or more   1,600               1,900  

 

 

1802 MULTIFAMILY DWELLING  

 

Bedrooms per Dwelling Unit  Minimum Floor Area  

One bedroom                                   650  

Two bedrooms                                  800  

Three bedrooms                             1,000  

Four bedrooms, or more              1,300  

 

1803 Maximum height of residential structures shall be forty-five (45) 

feet above grade.  

 

1900  PARKING FACILITIES AND DRIVEWAYS 

 

1901 All PARKING facilities and SPACES shall be outside the right 

of way of highways or roadways with means of ingress and 

egress for vehicles.  

 

1901.01 All dwellings and apartment houses shall provide PARKING 

SPACE for not less than one (1) motor vehicle per DWELLING 

UNIT.  

 

1901.02 All conditionally permitted business uses in the R-2 DISTRICT 

shall provide PARKING SPACES not more than three hundred 

(300) feet distant from an entrance to said establishment. At least 

one (1) PARKING SPACE shall be provided for each one 

hundred (100) square feet of area commercial use floor area of 

said establishment.  

 

1901.03 Every theater, auditorium, stadium, arena, BUILDING or 

grounds used for the assembling of persons to attend theatrical 

performances, shows, exhibitions, contests, concerts, lectures, 

entertainment and similar activities shall provide at least one (1) 

PARKING SPACE for every four (4) persons to be 

accommodated. Such PARKING SPACE shall be within four 

hundred (400) feet of the main entrance to such USE.  

 

 

 

 

(R-3,5) 

 

 

(R-14) 

(R-4) 
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  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

1901.04 For non-residential USES, parking requirements different from 

those given in Sections 1901.02 and 1901.03 may be imposed 

during the Site Plan review to meet individual use requirements.  

 

1902 Every SINGLE or MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING shall have its 

own DRIVEWAY entering from a dedicated road.  

 

1902.01 All private DRIVEWAYS shall have a minimum width of ten 

(10) feet, including bridges and culverts when required, with five 

(5) feet either side of the DRIVEWAY free and clear of any and 

all obstructions. The minimum radius of curvature, along the 

centerline, for DRIVEWAYS shall be fifty (50) feet.  

 

1902.02 All private DRIVEWAYS shall be contained entirely within the 

boundaries of the LOT served by the DRIVEWAY, excepting 

the case of Section 2012 of this Resolution. The driving surface 

of all private DRIVEWAYS shall be at least ten (10) feet from 

property sidelines. 

 

1902.03 All private DRIVEWAYS over two hundred and fifty (250) feet 

in length, along the centerline, shall be a HARD SURFACED, 

ALL WEATHER road with a turnaround. All parts of such 

DRIVEWAYS shall be suitable for use by any and all emergency 

vehicles. The turn-around shall be no more than one hundred and 

fifty (150) feet from the dwelling.   

 

1902.04 DRIVEWAYS shall not be located in a water course, drainage 

ditch or swale. Where the DRIVEWAY must cross a water 

course, ditch or swale, bridging, culverts or other means shall be 

used to prevent flooding and provide adequate drainage or water 

flow along the water way. The building of the DRIVEWAY shall 

in no manner inhibit or modify the water flow characteristics of 

the surrounding area.  

 

1902.05 A permit from the Medina County Engineer is required for a 

DRIVEWAY on a County road. For DRIVEWAYS on State 

roads, a State of Ohio permit is required. On Chatham Township 

roads, the Chatham Township Trustees have established 

minimum standards for DRIVEWAY culverts. 
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 GENERAL REGULATIONS 

  

2000  CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED USES 

 

The USES described in Sections 2001 through 2049, and no 

others, are conditionally permitted in all Districts.  

 

The USES described in Sections 2050 through 2099 are 

conditionally permitted in the R-2 DISTRICT. These USES must 

front on Avon Lake Road, Chatham Road, Old Mill Road, or 

Smith Road and have at least two hundred (200) feet of frontage 

on one of those roads in the R-2 DISTRICT.  

 

Combinations of the Conditionally Permitted Uses allowed in the 

district in question may be approved by the Board of Zoning 

Appeals. 

 

The Site Plan Review procedures of Section 508 shall be applied 

to all conditionally permitted USES, except back lots and home 

occupations.  

 

All the uses listed below require Conditional Zoning Permits. 

Procedures for obtaining Conditional Zoning Permits are 

contained in Section 2300 of this Resolution.  

 

2001 Churches and other BUILDINGS for the purpose of religious 

worship.  

 

2002 Governmentally owned and/or operated parks, playgrounds and 

golf courses.  

 

2003 Public, parochial and private schools.  

 

2004 Hospitals, clinics, sanitariums, convalescent homes, nursing 

homes, homes for the aged, and other institutions for medical 

care except those listed as prohibited USES in Section 700 of this 

Resolution.  

 

2005 Public library, museum, community center, fire station, township 

hall and any other governmentally owned and/or operated 

BUILDINGS and facilities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-1, R-8) 

 

(R-18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-20) 
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2006 HOME OCCUPATIONS subject to the following specific 

conditions:  

 

2006.01 Such USE shall be conducted within the DWELLING UNIT 

only; no HOME OCCUPATION USE shall be made of any 

garage, ACCESSORY BUILDING or yard space; no structure 

modifications compromising the residential nature of the 

dwelling shall be allowed.  

 

2006.02 Such USE shall be clearly incidental and secondary to the USE 

of the dwelling for dwelling purposes;  

 

2006.03 Such USE shall be conducted only by persons residing in the 

DWELLING UNIT;  

 

2006.04 No display, stock in trade or commodities shall be visible from 

the exterior of the dwelling except for one (1) SIGN as 

authorized in Section 1200 of this Resolution;  

 

2006.05 Such USE shall involve no more than twenty five (25) percent of 

the living area of the dwelling.   

 

2007 Deleted 

 

2008 Cemeteries, including mausoleums, subject to the following 

specific conditions:  

 

2008.01 A minimum area of twenty (20) acres shall be required for a 

cemetery site;  

 

2008.02 Adequate screening with shrubs, trees, or compact hedge shall be 

provided parallel to property lines adjacent to or abutting 

residential DWELLINGS; such shrubs, trees and hedges shall not 

be less than four (4) feet in height and shall be maintained in 

good condition;  

 

2008.03 Location of cemetery BUILDINGS and all other STRUCTURES 

shall conform to front, side, and rear yard BUILDING LINES as 

required in the residential DISTRICT;  

 

2008.04 No grave sites shall be located within one hundred (100) feet of 

the right of way lines of any publicly dedicated thoroughfare;  

 

2008.05 Except for office USES incidental to cemetery operations, no 

business or commercial USES of any kind shall be permitted on 

the cemetery site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-17) 

(DR-7) 

(DR-20) 
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2009 Picnic areas, playgrounds, private parks, swimming pools, golf 

courses, tennis clubs, country clubs, riding academies, and other 

similar non governmentally owned and/or operated recreational 

USES, but excluding such USES as drive-in theaters, miniature 

golf courses, golf driving ranges, rifle ranges, skeet shooting 

ranges, pistol ranges or other ranges for the use of firearms. 

USES permitted under this category shall be subject to the 

following specific conditions:  

 

2009.01 All STRUCTURES and activity areas shall be located at least 

fifty (50) feet from all property lines;  

 

2009.02 Loudspeakers which cause a hazard or annoyance shall not be 

permitted;  

 

2009.03 No lighting shall constitute a nuisance and shall in no way impair 

safe movement of traffic on any street or highway; no lighting 

shall shine directly on adjacent properties;  

 

2009.04 All permitted installations shall be maintained in a neat, orderly 

condition so as to prevent injury to any single property, any 

individual, or to the community in general; a bond may be 

required to insure that this provision will be met;  

 

2009.05 Only retail USES which are customarily accessory or incidental 

to the main recreational USE shall be permitted, and shall 

include such USES as refreshment stands, souvenir stands, and 

concession stands;  

 

2009.06 All facilities and STRUCTURES shall meet all County and/or 

State of Ohio health, building, electrical, and other applicable 

codes.  

 

2009.07 A Conditional Zoning Permit for a recreational USE permitted 

under this section shall be issued for a three (3) year period only. 

After a three (3) year period has elapsed, a new Conditional 

Zoning Permit shall be required and may be issued provided the 

Board of Zoning Appeals and the Zoning Inspector determine 

that said recreational USE has been and is being operated 

according to the specifications of the Zoning Resolution and the 

previous Conditional Zoning Permit. If necessary, the Board may 

make additional requirements for the continued operation of the 

recreational USE as a prerequisite for reissuance of the 

Conditional Zoning Permit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 
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2010 Privately owned and/or operated parks, recreational areas, and 

CAMPGROUNDS where camping in tents, trailers, and other 

vehicles, cabins, or lodges is permitted by fee, membership, or 

otherwise, and for overnight or longer periods of time. Such 

USES shall be subject to the following specific conditions 

 

2010.01 All STRUCTURES and non-campsite activity areas shall be 

located at least one hundred (100) feet from all property lines. 

Campsites shall be located at least two hundred (200) feet from 

all property lines;  

 

2010.02 No campsite shall be occupied by the same occupant or group 

and/or tent, trailer, or other camping equipment for a period 

longer than fourteen (14) consecutive days;  

 

2010.03 No cabin, lodge, room, or other rental accommodations shall be 

  occupied by the same occupant or group for a period longer than 

  thirty (30) consecutive days;  

 

2010.04 Only retail USES which are customarily accessory or incidental 

to the main recreational USE shall be permitted as part of the 

park, recreational area, or CAMPGROUND. Included as such 

retail USES are refreshment stands, souvenir stands, and con- 

cession stands, park office, and limited sale of groceries where 

the customers are primarily the campers using the park;  

 

2010.05 Loudspeakers which cause a hazard or annoyance shall not be 

permitted;  

 

2010.06 No lighting shall constitute a nuisance and shall in no way impair 

safe movement of traffic on any street or highway; no lighting 

shall shine directly on adjacent properties;  

 

2010.07 All permitted installations shall be maintained in a neat, orderly 

condition so as to prevent injury to any single property, any 

individual, or to the community in general; a bond may be 

required to insure that this provision is met;  

 

2010.08 All facilities and STRUCTURES shall meet all County and/or 

State of Ohio health, building, electrical, and other applicable 

codes;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(R-5) 

(R-5) 
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2010.09 A Conditional Zoning Permit for a recreational USE permitted 

under this section shall be issued for a three (3) year period only. 

After a three (3) year period has elapsed, a new Conditional 

Zoning Permit shall be required and may be issued provided that 

the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Zoning Inspector determine 

that said recreational USE has been and is being operated 

according to the specifications of the Zoning Resolution and the 

previous Conditional Zoning Permit. If necessary, the Board may 

make additional requirements for the continued operation of the 

recreational USE as a prerequisite for reissuance of the 

Conditional Zoning Permit.  

 

2011 Non-governmentally owned and/or operated day camps, summer 

camps, health camps, and other types of outdoors and/or 

recreationally oriented USES which involve facilities for group 

activities and accommodations. Such USES shall be subject to 

the following specific conditions:  

 

2011.01 All STRUCTURES and all areas for active and/or organized 

recreational activities shall be located at least one hundred (100) 

feet from all property lines;  

 

2011.02 Loudspeakers which cause a hazard or annoyance shall not be 

permitted;  

 

2011.03 No lighting shall constitute a nuisance and shall in no way impair 

safe movement of traffic on any street or highway; no lighting 

shall shine directly on adjacent properties;  

 

2011.04 All permitted installations shall be maintained in a neat, orderly 

condition so as to prevent injury to any single property, any 

individual, or to the community in general; a bond may be 

required to insure that this provision will be met;  

 

2011.05 Only retail USES which are customarily accessory or incidental 

to the main camp USE shall be permitted, and shall include such  

USES as refreshment stands, souvenir stands, and concession 

stands;  

 

2011.06 All facilities and STRUCTURES shall meet all County and/or 

State of Ohio health, building, electrical, and other applicable 

codes;  

 

2011.07 All activities, programs, and other events shall be adequately and 

properly supervised so as to prevent any hazard and to assure 

against any disturbance or nuisance to surrounding properties, 

residents, or to the community in general;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-5, DR-8) 
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2011.08 A Conditional Zoning Permit for a recreational USE permitted 

under this section shall be issued for a three (3) year period only. 

After a three (3) year period has elapsed, a new Conditional 

Zoning Permit shall be required and may be issued provided that 

the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Zoning Inspector determine 

that the said recreational USE has been and is being operated 

according to the specifications of the Zoning Resolution and the 

previous Conditional Zoning Permit. If necessary, the Board may 

make additional requirements for the continued operation of the 

recreational USE as a prerequisite for reissuance of the 

Conditional Zoning Permit.  

 

2012 BACK LOT SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING. To allow for the 

orderly development of land, protect the rural character of the 

community, and, short of major subdivision development, to 

allow limited and controlled development, BACK LOT housing 

units shall be a conditionally-permitted USE, subject to the 

following conditions:  

 

2012.01 The minimum area for a BACK LOT shall be seven (7) acres. 

The LOT must enclose a square four hundred (400) feet on a 

side, i.e., 160,000 square feet area.  The dwelling shall be within 

this portion of the lot.   

 

2012.02 Only one SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING shall be permitted on 

each BACK LOT.  TWO-FAMILY DWEL LINGS, MULTI-

FAMILY DWELLINGS, businesses and institutions are not 

permitted on BACK LOTS. 

 

2012.03 All BUILDINGS and STRUCTURES shall be located to provide 

maximum privacy for adjacent front lots. No BUILDING or 

STRUCTURE shall be located within one hundred and fifty 

(150) feet of the rear property line of any existing lot. A 

minimum SETBACK of fifty (50) feet from all other property 

lines shall be required for all BACK LOT BUILDINGS and 

STRUCTURES.  The  Board of Zoning Appeals may require a 

greater separation to insure privacy for adjacent front lots to 

insure health and safety.  Location of DRIVWEAY 

STRUCTURES shall be dictated by Section 1902.02.  Location 

of ponds and pond accessory STRUCTURES shall be dictated by 

Section 1100.  

 

2012.04 BACK LOTS must have access to a PUBLIC road, STREET, or 

highway.    

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-20) 
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2012.401 The ALLOWANCE FOR ACCESS must be at least fifty (50) 

feet wide along its entire length. 

 

2012.402 The centerline length of the ALLOWANCE FOR ACCESS shall 

be no greater than one and one-half (1.5) times the minimum 

distance from the road to the closest line of the BACK LOT. 

 

2012.403 The ALLOWANCE FOR ACCESS shall not be located less than 

one thousand (1000) feet from an existing highway intersection 

on the same side of the road.  (Distances measured centerline to 

centerline.) 

 

2012.404 ALLOWANCES FOR ACCESS to BACK LOTS on the same 

side of the road must be separated by at least four hundred (400) 

feet.  

 

2012.405 The ALLOWANCE FOR ACCESS shall be free from 

BUIDINGS and permanent STRUCTURES. 

 

2012.406 The ALLOWANCE FOR ACCESS shall be an integral part of 

the lot in the lawfully executed and filed deed description of the 

lot.  The BACK LOT plan filed with the Conditional Permit 

application shall show both the BACK LOT proper and the 

ALLOWANCE FOR ACCESS. 

 

2012.05 BACK LOT DRIVEWAYS 

 

2012.0501 The DRIVEWAY driving surface within the ALLOWANCE 

  FOR ACCESS shall be at least ten (10) feet from the sidelines.  

  The driveway shall be a hard-surfaced, all-weather road with a 

  turn-around suitable for any and all emergency vehicles.  A turn-

  around shall be located no more than one hundred and fifty (150) 

  feet from the BACK LOT dwelling. 

 

2012.0502 The DRIVEWAY shall not be located in a water course, drainage 

  ditch, or swale.  Where the DRIVEWAY must cross a water 

  course, ditch, or swale, bridging or culverts or other means shall 

  be used to prevent flooding and provide for adequate drainage 

  and water flow along the way.  The building of the DRIVEWAY 

  shall in no manner inhibit or modify the water flow   

  characteristics of the surrounding area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-20) 

 

 

(OR-20) 

 

 

(OR-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

(OR-20) 
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2012.0503 Al l Applications for a Conditional Zoning Permit for a BACK 

LOT shall include the following acknowledgement, signed by the 

applicant(s): 

  ñThe undersigned grantee(s) hereby acknowledge(s) that 

 the premised described in the attached application is 

 accessible by a non-dedicated allowance for access, and, 

 further, the grantee(s) understand(s) that no governmental 

 body is responsible for care and maintenance of the 

 access. ñ 

 

2012.0504 A copy of each application for a BACK LOT Conditional Zoning 

Permit shall be forwarded to the Chatham Fire Chief for his 

review.  The Board of Zoning Appeals shall consider the Fire 

Chiefôs recommendations in reaching their determination upon 

the application.  

 

2012.06 Once approved, the BACK LOT plan is transferable to 

subsequent lot owners.    

 

2012.07 Additional development of the lot within the limits imposed by 

this resolution and the conditions imposed by the Board of 

Zoning Appeals may be subsequently approved by the Zoning 

Inspector. 

  

2013 Parking or storage of heavy licensed or unlicensed commercial 

vehicles, commercial trailers, and commercial mobile equipment 

(exempting Church and School buses) is only allowed subject to 

the following general conditions as well as site-specific 

conditions set by the Board of Zoning Appeals (unless such 

parking is covered in the site plan review or conditional use 

hearing of a related use):  

 

2013.01 Individual vehicles, trailers, or pieces of mobile equipment with 

an empty weight of less than eight thousand (8,000) pounds and 

an overall length of less than twenty-one (21) feet are exempt 

from these regulations.  

 

2013.02 Parking of one such commercial vehicle on lots larger than five 

(5) acres in area with a FRONTAGE and LOT WIDTH of more 

than three hundred (300) feet is exempt from these regulations if 

the parking areas are set back at least one hundred (100) feet 

from the road right of way side line and at least fifty (50) feet 

from any lot side line or back line.  

 

2013.03 No person who is not a resident on the premises may utilize said 

property for parking any said vehicle or equipment.  

 

 

 

(OR-20) 
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2013.04 Where the use may be an annoyance or hazard to adjacent 

property owners by reason of sound, light, location, appearance, 

or emissions into the environment, adequate means shall be 

incorporated to minimize or eliminate the impact thereon. 

Screening, fencing, earthworks, or other means shall be required, 

as appropriate, to control the annoyance or hazard.  

 

2013.05 The parking area for such vehicle or equipment shall comply 

with the location requirements for STRUCTURES given in 

Section 1700.  

 

2013.06 Such parking of vehicles and equipment is permitted only on 

LOTS where a legal primary USE has been clearly established 

and the principal structures for that USE completed.  

 

2013.07 A Conditional Zoning Permit shall not be required for temporary 

parking of vehicles or equipment parked or used to convey the 

necessary tools, materials, and equipment required to perform 

construction labor on the premises during the actual time 

construction is actively in progress.  

 

2013.08 A Conditional Zoning Permit for a USE permitted under this 

section shall be issued for a three (3) year period only. After a 

three (3) year period has elapsed, a new Conditional Zoning 

Permit shall be required and may be issued provided the Board of 

Zoning Appeals and the Zoning Inspector determine that said 

USE has been and is being operated according to the 

specifications of the Zoning Resolution and the previous 

Conditional Zoning Permit. If necessary, the Board may make 

additional requirements for the continued operation of the USE 

as a prerequisite for reissuance of the Conditional Zoning Permit.  
 

 

2014 Deleted 

 

2050 MULTI -FAMILY and multi-unit DWELLINGS in which 

individual units are rented, leased, or sold for temporary or 

permanent occupancy.  

 

2051 Retail stores engaged in sale or rental of new or used 

merchandise for personal or household consumption and 

rendering services clearly incidental to the sale of such hoods 

and not exceeding seven thousand five hundred (7500) square 

feet in floor area.  

 

2052 Food and food service facilities for the sale of food, food 

products and/or beverages for on-site or off-site consumption  
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2053 Automotive USES including retail sales of bicycles, motorcycles, 

automobiles, light trucks, and farm machinery, services and 

repair of such vehicles, service stations, and car washes.  

 

2054 Establishments engaged primarily in the fields of finance, 

insurance, real estate, administrative, business, and professional 

services.  

 

2055 Personal, household, and business service facilities.  

 

2056 Animal sales, care, training, and grooming facilities.  

 

2057  Indoor rental storage facilities in permanent, fully-enclosed 

buildings.  

 

2058 Indoor social and recreational facilities.  

 

2059  Light manufacturing facilities not to exceed seven thousand five 

  hundred (75000 square feet of floor area.  

 

2060 Warehouse and storage USES including wholesale, building 

supply and hardware sales.  

 

2061 Funeral home or mortuary.  

 

2062 Social or recreational facilities, including lodge halls, indoor 

theaters, bowling alleys, and dance halls.  

 

2063 Deleted 

 

2064  Similar uses as jointly approved by the Zoning Inspector and 

 chairman of the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

2065  The following commercial uses: flea markets, swap meets, and 

 auctions. 
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 SECTION III ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

 

2100    ADMINISTRATION   

 

2101 ZONING INSPECTOR  

 

The position of Township Zoning Inspector is hereby created. He 

shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Board of 

Township Trustees and shall receive such compensation as the 

Board of Township Trustees may provide. He shall keep records 

of all applications for Zoning Permits and the action taken 

thereon.  

 

The Township Zoning Inspector shall be an administrative 

assistant to the Zoning Appeals Board and the Board of Zoning 

Commissioners. His duties in this position shall include receiving 

applications for appeals, variances, amendments and Conditional 

Zoning Certificates, recording same and forwarding the 

applications to the appropriate Board.  

 

The Township Zoning Inspector shall perform such other duties 

as the Township Board of Trustees may delegate to his office.  

 

In conformance with Section 519.161 of the Ohio Revised Code, 

the Township Zoning Inspector shall give bond in the amount 

specified by statute and the Township Trustees.  

 

2102 BOARD OF ZONING COMMISSIONERS  

 

In conformance with Section 519.04 of the Ohio Revised Code, a 

Township Board of Zoning Commissioners is hereby created.  

 

The Board of Zoning Commissioners shall consist of five (5) 

members, who shall be residents of the unincorporated area of 

the Township included in the area zoned. The terms of each 

member shall be five (5) years beginning January 1, except that 

the terms of the original members shall be of such length and so 

arranged that the term of one (1) member will expire each year. 

Each member shall serve until his successor is appointed and 

qualified. Vacancies shall be filled by the Board of Township 

Trustees and shall be for the respective unexpired term.  

 

The Board of Zoning Commissioners shall have such powers as 

specified by statute.  
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The Board of Zoning Commissioners shall, at minimum, meet 

quarterly. The Board shall organize and adopt rules in 

accordance with the provisions of this Resolution and Chapter 

519 of the Ohio Revised Code. For purposes of organization, the 

Board of Zoning Commissioners shall meet, as soon as practical 

after the organizational meeting of the Board of Township 

Trustees.  

 

The Zoning Commission shall have the following duties:  

 

2102.01 Initiate proposed amendments to the text or map of this  

  Resolution;  

 

2102.02 Review all proposed amendments to this Resolution and make 

recommendations to the Chatham Township Trustees;  

 

2102.03 Make recommendations to the Chatham Township Trustees on 

all matters concerning planning, zoning and development in 

Chatham Township.  

 

2102.04 Perform Site Plan Reviews of businesses and major subdivisions.  

 

2103 BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS  

 

In conformance with Section 519.13 of the Ohio Revised Code, a 

Township Board of Zoning Appeals is hereby created.  

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals shall consist of five (5) members, 

who shall be residents of the unincorporated area of the 

Township included in the area zoned. The terms of each member 

shall be five (5) years beginning January 1, except that the terms 

of the original members shall be of such length and so arranged 

that the term of one (1) member will expire each year. Each 

member shall serve until his successor is appointed and qualified. 

Vacancies shall be filled by the Board of Township Trustees and 

shall be for the respective unexpired term.  

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals shall have such powers as 

specified by statute.  
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For purposes of organization, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall 

meet, as soon as practical after the organizational meeting of the 

Board of Township Trustees. The Board shall organize and adopt 

rules in accordance with the provisions of this Resolution and 

Chapter 519 of the Ohio Revised Code. Meetings of the Board of 

Zoning Appeals shall be held at the call of the Chairman or at 

such other times as the Board may determine. The Chairman, or 

in his absence, the Acting Chairman, may administer oaths. The 

Board may compel the attendance of witnesses. All meetings of 

the Board shall be open to the public. The Board shall keep 

minutes of its proceedings showing the vote of each member 

upon each question or, if absent or failing to vote, indicating such 

fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official 

actions, all of which shall be filed in the office of the Board of 

Township Trustees and shall be made a public record.  

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals shall have the following powers:  

 

2103.01 To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in 

any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by an 

administrative official in the enforcement of this Resolution or 

Chapter 519 of the Ohio Revised Code;  

 

2103.02    To authorize, upon appeal, in specific cases, such variance from 

the terms of this Resolution as will not be contrary to the public 

interest, where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement 

of this Resolution will result in unnecessary hardship, and so that 

the spirit of the Resolution shall be observed and substantial 

justice done;  

 

2103.03 To grant Conditional Zoning Permits for the USE of land, 

BUILDINGS, or other STRUCTURES where permits for the 

specific USES are provided for in this Resolution.  

 

2104 In exercising the above mentioned powers of appeal, such Board 

may, in conformity with the provisions of law and this 

Resolution and amendments, reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, 

or may modify the order, requirements, decision or determination 

as ought to be made, and to that end shall have all powers of the 

officer from whom the appeal is taken.  
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2200 ZONING PERMITS  
 

Before construction, changing the USE of, or altering any SIGN, 

STRUCTURE or BUILDING including ACCESSORY 

BUILDINGS, or changing the USE of any premises, application 

shall be made to the Township Zoning Inspector for a Zoning 

Permit. Suitable, approved blank application forms are available 

from the Zoning Inspector for this purpose. Within ten (10) days 

after the receipt of the application, the Zoning Inspector shall 

issue a Zoning Permit if the application complies with the 

requirements of this Resolution and the application is 

accompanied by the proper fee, or refuse the same, if it does not 

comply.  
 

After obtaining a Zoning Permit, the applicant may begin site 

preparation and construction of footers and/or foundations only. 

No construction of any STRUCTURE shall proceed until an on-

site inspection is performed. The applicant will notify the Zoning 

Inspector that the site, footers and/or foundations are ready for 

inspection. Inspection will be performed within forty-eight (48) 

hours of notification. The applicant will either be given 

permission to proceed with construction or be given a written list 

of deficiencies to be corrected. Reinspection will be required 

after correction of deficiencies.  
 

The evaluation of applications for Zoning Permits is based solely 

upon the contents of the application. A plot plan shall be attached 

to and is a necessary part of every application. The plot plan 

must show the exact dimensions of STRUCTURES to be 

erected, yards, open areas, parking areas and DRIVEWAYS. The 

application must give HEIGHT, floor plans, and intended usage 

of STRUCTURES to be erected. The application and plot plan 

must include complete disclosure of pertinent information 

required to evaluate the application.  
 

Zoning Permits shall be null and void one (1) year after the date 

of issuance if the construction, ALTERATION or USE change 

applied for under said Permit has not been commenced by the 

applicant. A null and void Permit cannot be reactivated; a new 

Zoning Permit is required.  
 

A fee shall accompany each application for a Zoning Permit. All 

fees must be paid before permission to commence construction 

will be given. The fee shall not be refunded if the Permit is 

refused or becomes null and void. Fees are determined by 

Resolution of the Chatham Township Trustees according to 

Section 2600 of this Resolution. Appendix A, attached hereto, 

presents the current Schedule of Zoning Fees and Bonds. 
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2300    CONDITIONAL ZONING PERMITS  

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals may issue Conditional Zoning 

Permits for the USES listed in Section 2000 of this Resolution.  

 

The Conditional Zoning Permit issued under this section shall be 

issued to the applicants alone with no right of transfer. The 

Conditional Zoning Permit shall be null and void when the USE 

permitted under this section passes from the applicants to another 

owner.  

 

All applications for Conditional Zoning Permits shall be made to 

the Zoning Inspector who shall submit the application to the 

Board of Zoning Appeals. Suitable approved blank application 

forms are available from the Zoning Inspector for this purpose.  

 

After adequate review and study of the plans for the proposed 

conditional USE, including consideration of recommendations on 

the proposed USE from the Township Trustees and Zoning 

Commission, the Board Zoning Appeals shall fix a reasonable 

time for a public hearing on the conditional USE proposal, give 

at least ten (10) days notice in writing to the parties of interest, 

give notice of such public hearing by one (1) publication in one 

(1) or more newspapers of general circulation in the County at 

least ten (10) days before the date of such hearing, and decide on 

the request within a reasonable time after it is submitted.  

 

A fee shall be required for a Conditional Zoning Permit. The fee 

shall be paid at the time of submission of the application for a 

Conditional Permit. Said fee shall not be refunded if the 

Conditional Zoning Permit is not granted. In addition, when the 

Board of Zoning Appeals deems it necessary to maintain a strict 

record of public hearing procedures or have special studies made 

in reference to a proposed USE, the applicant shall bear all direct 

and relate costs. Fees are determined by resolution of the 

Chatham Township Trustees according to Section 2600 of this 

Resolution. Appendix A, attached hereto, presents the current 

Schedule of Zoning Fees and Bonds.  

 

Conditional Zoning Permits for the USES listed in Section 2000 

shall only be issued when the Board of Appeals has reviewed and 

approved a site plan per Subsection 508 and finds that such USE:  

 

2300.01 Wil l be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to 

be harmonious and appropriate with the existing or intended 

character of the general vicinity, and that such USE will not 

change the essential character of the same area;  
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2300.02 Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or future adjacent 

neighboring USES;  

 

2300.03 Will not be detrimental to property in the immediate vicinity or 

to the community as a whole;  

 

2300.04 Will have vehicular approaches to the property which shall be so 

designed as not to create an interference with traffic on 

surrounding PUBLIC STREETS or roads;  

 

2300.05 Will conform to any other general and/or specific conditions 

which the Board of Zoning Appeals feels may be necessary in 

the interests of the community.  

 

2400    APPEALS PROCEDURES  

 

2401  ACTION ON APPEALS   

 

Appeals to the Board of Zoning Appeals may be taken by any 

person aggrieved or by any officer of the Township affected by 

any decision of the administrative officer. Such an appeal shall 

be taken within twenty (20) days after the decision by filing with 

the officer from whom the appeal is taken and with the Board of 

Zoning Appeals a notice of appeal specifying the grounds 

thereof. Suitable, approved blank application forms are available 

from the Zoning Inspector for this purpose. The officer from 

whom the appeal is taken shall forthwith transmit to the 

Township Board of Zoning Appeals all the papers constituting 

the record upon which the action appealed from was taken.  

 

2402  ACTION ON APPEAL FOR VARIANCE   

 

Before an applicant may appeal for a variance from the 

regulations of this Resolution, the applicant must first apply for a 

Zoning Permit. After the Zoning Inspector has disapproved the 

application, the applicant may then file a request for a variance 

from the strict application of the Zoning Resolution as it applies 

to his situation.  

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals has no authority to rule on 

variances except on an appeal basis.  

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals may grant variances from the 

terms of this Resolution in specific cases where it can be shown 

that unnecessary hardship would result from a literal 

enforcement. The following tests shall be applied by the Board in 

determining unnecessary hardship:  
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2402.01 The applicant's hardship cannot be one of economics alone; for 

hardship the required USE must remove all profitable USE from 

the land;  

 

2402.02 The hardship must result from circumstances affecting a 

particular and unique piece of land, and not from a general 

condition of the area;  

 

2402.03 The hardship must result from the requirements of this 

Resolution and not from the applicant's own actions;  

 

2402.04 Real hardship must be shown; it is not sufficient to show that the 

effects of a variance would be harmless;  

 

2402.05 The variance must not be contrary to the public interest even if 

hardship is shown;  

 

2402.06 The variance must not alter the essential character of the area.  

 

2403  APPEALS PROCEDURES  

 

After an appeal has been filed with the Zoning Inspector and 

forwarded to the Board of Zoning Appeals, the Board shall fix a 

reasonable time for hearing of the appeal, give ten (10) days 

notice in writing to the parties in interest and adjacent property 

owners (including those separated by only a highway), give 

notice of such public hearing by one (1) publication in one (1) or 

more newspapers of general circulation in the Township at least 

ten (10) days before the date of such hearing, and decide the 

same within thirty (30) days after the appeal is submitted. In 

advertising the public hearing the Board shall notify such other 

parties as the Board determines may be affected by or have 

interest in the appeals action.  

 

At the hearing, any party may appear in person or be represented 

by an attorney. Any person adversely affected by a decision of 

the Board of Zoning Appeals may appeal to the Court of 

Common Pleas of this County on the grounds that such decision 

was unreasonable or unlawful.  

 

Any request for an interpretation, variance, or appeal or 

Conditional Zoning Permit to the Board of Appeals shall be 

accompanied by a fee. Said fee shall not be refundable unless 

otherwise determined by the Board of Zoning Appeals. Fees are 

determined by resolution of the Chatham Township Trustees 

according to Section 2600 of this Resolution. Appendix A, 

attached hereto presents the current Schedule of Fees and Bonds.  
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2500 AMENDMENT PROCEDURES   

 

This Resolution may be amended or supplemented in the manner 

and for the purposes provided in Section 519.12 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. All applications for a Zoning Amendment shall 

require payment of a fee. Fees are determined by resolution of 

the Chatham Township Trustees according to Section 2600 of 

this Resolution. Appendix A, attached hereto, presents the 

current Schedule of Zoning Fees and Bonds.  

 

2501 The following procedures for the initiation and processing of 

Zoning Amendments are mandated by Section 519 of the Ohio 

Revised Code:  

 

2501.01 Amendments to this Zoning Resolution may be initiated in the 

following manner:  

 

2501.0101 The Zoning Commission may propose an amendment;  

 

2501.0102 The Township Trustees may propose an amendment and send 

their proposal to the Zoning Commission for a recommendation;  

 

2501.0103 A property owner or lessee(s) of property within the area to be 

changed or affected by the proposed amendment may propose an 

amendment and submit an application.  

 

2501.02  Within five (5) days of receipt or adoption the Zoning 

Commission shall submit the proposed amendment, along with 

text and map, to the County or Regional Planning Commission, 

if such agency exists. The appropriate Planning Commission 

shall submit a recommendation to the Zoning Commission. Such 

recommendation shall be considered at the public hearing held 

by the Township Zoning Commission on the proposed 

amendment. 

 

2501.03 If the area to be changed or affected by a proposed zoning 

amendment is within 300 feet of a proposed new highway, or a 

highway for which changes are proposed, or within a radius of 

500 feet from the point of intersection of the proposed highway 

change and any public road, Section 5511.01 of the Ohio 

Revised Code requires that the Director of the Ohio Department 

of Highway Transportation be notified and given one hundred 

and twenty (120) days to respond. If the Director initiates 

proceedings to acquire necessary rights of way, the Township 

Trustees must refuse to approve the zoning amendment.  

 

 

 

 

(OR-8) 

 

 

(OR-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 .  



 45 

 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

 

2501.04 The Zoning Commission shall hold a public hearing on a 

proposed amendment not less than twenty (20) days or more than 

forty (40) days from receipt, or initiation, of an amendment.  

 

2501.05 The Zoning Commission shall give notice of the public hearing 

by one (1) publication in one (1) or more newspapers of general 

circulation in the Township at least ten (10) days prior to such 

hearing.  

 

2501.06 If the proposed amendment effects the zoning of ten (10) of 

fewer parcels of land, a written notice of the public hearing shall 

be sent to all property owners within, contiguous to, or directly 

across any road, street or highway from the affected parcels. This 

notice shall be mailed, by first class mail, not less than ten (10) 

days prior to the public hearing.  

 

2501.07 All notices of a public hearing on a proposed amendment, 

published or mailed, shall set forth the time and place of the 

hearing, the nature of the amendment, and a statement that at the 

conclusion of the hearing, the matter shall be referred to the 

Board of Township Trustees for further determination.  

 

2501.08 Within thirty (30) days after the public hearing, the Zoning 

Commission shall submit to the Township Trustees the proposed 

zoning amendment, along with the recommendation of the 

Zoning Commission and the appropriate Planning Commission. 

The Zoning Commission shall:  

 

2501.0801 Recommend the approval of the proposed amendment, or;  

 

2501.0802 Recommend the denial of the proposed amendment, or;  

 

2501.0803 Recommend the approval of some modification thereof.  

 

2501.09 Within thirty (30) days of receiving the recommendation of the 

Zoning Commission, the Township Trustees shall hold a public 

hearing upon the proposed amendment.  

 

2501.10 The Township Trustees shall give notice of the public hearing by 

one (1) publication in one (1) or more newspapers of general 

circulation in the Township at least ten (10) days before the date 

of such hearing.  

 

2501.11 The Township Trustees must make their decision within twenty 

(20) days after the public hearing. If the Trustees wish to deny or 

modify the recommendation of the Zoning Commission, a 

unanimous vote is required.  
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2600   SCHEDULE OF ZONING FEES AND BONDS  

 

The Chatham Township Trustees shall, by resolution, adopt a 

Schedule of Fees and Bonds to be used in administering this 

Zoning Resolution.  

 

The Chatham Township Trustees shall periodically review the 

Schedule of Fees and Bonds and, as required, change, amend or 

modify, all or in part, the Schedule of Fees and Bonds. Any 

changes, amendments, additions, deletions or other modifications 

to the Schedule of Fees and Bonds shall be made only by 

resolution of the Chatham Township Trustees. Said changes, 

amendments, additions, deletions or other modifications shall 

become effective immediately upon adoption by the Township 

Trustees.  

 

2700    ENFORCEMENT AND VIOLATIONS         

 

2701  ENFORCEMENT     

For the purpose of enforcing these zoning regulations, the 

Township Trustees shall establish and fill the position of 

Township Zoning Inspector together with such assistants as the 

Trustees deem necessary. The term of employment, rate of 

compensation, and other such conditions shall be set by the 

Township Trustees.  

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals shall have the power to administer 

Section 2000, Conditionally Permitted USES, of this Resolution 

and shall have the power to issue Conditional Zoning Permits as 

specified and regulated in this Resolution.  

 

All applications for Zoning Permits shall be submitted to the 

Zoning Inspector who may issue Zoning Permits when all 

applicable provisions of this Resolution have been complied 

with.  

 

Before constructing or ALTERING any BUILDING, including 

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS, application shall be made to the 

Zoning Inspector for a Zoning or Conditional Zoning Permit.  

 

The Zoning Permit or Conditional Zoning Permit shall become 

void at the expiration of twelve (12) months after the date of 

issuance unless construction is started or the proposed change in 

USE is made. Once void, proper application must then be made 

for a new permit prior to any construction, ALTERATION, or 

change in USE.  
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2702  VIOLATIONS             

 

BUILDINGS erected, altered, moved, razed, or converted, or any 

USES of land or premises carried on contrary to any provision of 

this Resolution are declared a violation of said Resolution. Any 

BUILDING and/or land USE activity considered a possible 

violation of the provisions of this Resolution and observed by 

any officials or resident of Chatham Township shall be reported 

to the Zoning Inspector.  

 

The Zoning Inspector shall inspect each alleged violation and 

shall, in writing, order correction of all conditions which are 

found to be in violation of this Resolution. A copy of all written 

correction notifications shall be sent to the Township Trustees.  

 

All violations shall be corrected within a period of thirty (30) 

days after the written order is issued or for a longer period of 

time as indicated in the written order of the Zoning Inspector. 

 

Correction time periods exceeding thirty (30) days shall be given 

by the Zoning Inspector only after consultation with the 

Township Trustees. Any violation not corrected within the 

specified period of time shall be reported to the Medina County 

Prosecutor who shall initiate prosecution procedures.  

 

The owner or owners of any BUILDING or premises or part 

thereof where anything in violation of this Resolution shall be 

placed or shall exist, and any tenant or occupant of such 

BUILDING or premises, and any architect, builder, or contractor 

who shall assist in the commission of any such violation, and any 

person who shall violate any of the provisions of this Resolution 

or fail to comply therewith shall for each violation of 

noncompliance be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 

conviction thereof, be fined not more than one hundred (100) 

dollars. Each day of such violation or failure to comply shall 

constitute a separate offense.  

 

A cash bond may be required for issuance of a Conditional 

Zoning Permit. The requirement and amount of bond for each 

Conditional Zoning Permit issued shall be determined by the 

Board of Zoning Appeals within the guidelines of the Schedule 

of Fees and Bonds. The guidelines for bonds are determined by 

resolution of the Chatham Township Trustees according to 

Section 2600 of this Resolution. Appendix A, attached hereto, 

presents the current Schedule of Zoning Fees and Bonds.  
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If any one condition of a Conditional Zoning Permit is violated, 

the Conditional Zoning Permit will be subject to immediate 

termination. The Board of Zoning Appeals will make 

determination of a violation. Any bond posted will be considered 

forfeited upon determination of a violation. 
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   SECTION IV DEFINITIONS AND APPENDICES  

 

2800     DEFINITONS 

 

Accessory Building- a BUILDING customarily incidental and subordinate to 

 the PRINCIPAL BUILDING and located on the same LOT or premises 

 as the PRINCIPAL BUILDING.  

 

Accessory Use- a USE customarily incidental and subordinate to the 

 PRINCIPAL USE or BUILDING and located on the same LOT or 

 premises as the PRINCIPAL USE or BUILDING.  

 

Alley- a strip of land, dedicated to public USE, primarily to provide vehicular 

 access to the side or rear of properties otherwise abutting on a street.  

 

Allowance for Access- a land parcel, meeting the requirements of this 

 Resolution, set aside for the exclusive USE as an access to a BACK 

 LOT.  

 

Alteration- As applied to a BUILDING or STRUCTURE, is a change or re-

 arrangement in the structural parts or in the entrance or exit facilities, or 

 an enlargement, whether by extending on a side or by increasing in 

 HEIGHT, or by moving from one location to another.  

 

Antenna- A device, assembly or construction which is designed or intended to 

 interact with the electromagnetic field by absorption, reception, 

 concentration, radiation, reradiation, transmission or retransmission of 

 electromagnetic radiation. By this definition solar collectors and similar 

 devices are herein classified as antennas.  

 

Auto Graveyard- synonymous with JUNK YARD; see JUNK YARD.  

 

Back  Lands - lands which are remote from PUBLIC roads, streets or highways, 

 and which tend to become isolated by the development of FRONTAGE 

 LOTS.  

 

Back Lot- a building LOT meeting the requirements of this Resolution, but 

 having no FRONTAGE along a public road, street, or highway. A Back 

 Lot must have an associated allowance for access.  

 

Basement- a story of a BUILDING, suitable for business or habitation, partially 

 below the adjoining street or ground or average grade and below the first 

 tier of floor beams or joists. When a basement floor is less than two (2) 

 feet below the average grade, it will be rated as the first story or ground 

 floor.  
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Billboard- a "SIGN" which directs attention to a business, commodity, service, 

 or any other activity conducted, sold, placed, or otherwise offered 

 elsewhere than on the premises on which the billboard is located.  

 

Building- Any STRUCTURE having a roof supported by columns or by walls 

 designed or intended for the support, enclosure, shelter, or protection of 

 persons, animals, chattels, or property.  

 

Building Line- a line parallel to the road or highway right of way defining the 

 location of the main BUILDING or STRUCTURE with respect to the 

 road or highway, outside which no part of the foundation of the main 

 BUILDI NG or STRUCTURE projects.  

 

Building, Principal- the BUILDING housing the principal activity performed on 

 any LOT.  

 

Building Setback- the distance from the road or highway right of way side line 

 and the BUILDING LINE. Where the right of way side line is not 

 established, it shall be assumed to be thirty (30) feet either side of the 

 road or highway center line.  

 

Campground- a recreational area where camping in tents, trailers or other 

 vehicles cabins or lodges is permitted by fee, membership or otherwise.  

 

Civic Purpose Sign- a SIGN advertising a project or undertaking for both the 

 common good and general welfare of the people of the Township.  

 

Condominium- joint ownership of real estate, including land, STRUCTURES 

 and improvements.  

 

Condominium Property- real estate including the land together with all 

 BUILDINGS, improvements, and STRUCTURES thereon, all 

 easements, rights and appurtenances belonging thereto, and all articles of 

 personal property which have been submitted to the provisions of 

 Section 5311 of the Ohio Revised Code, which applies only to property 

 which is specifically submitted to its provisions by the execution and 

 filing for record of a declaration by the owner thereof. For purposes of 

 these Regulations, the improvement of a parcel or parcels of land which 

 is to be ultimately jointly owned under a condominium declaration, is a 

 subdivision under the terms of these Regulations and, thereby, subject to 

 all pertinent requirements and specifications herein prior to the actual 

 recording of the applicable condominium declaration.  
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Court- an OPEN, unoccupied SPACE, other than a yard, on the same LOT with 

 a BUILDING or group of BUILDINGS which is bounded on two (2) or 

 more sides by such BUILDING or BUILDINGS and every part of which 

 is clear and unobstructed from its lowest point to the sky.  

 

District- synonymous with ZONE; see ZONE.  

 

Drive or Driveway- a private road which provides access from a public highway 

 or roadway to a BUILDING, home or other USE.  

 

Driveway, hardsurfaced, all weather- a DRIVEWAY constructed of cement, 

 asphalt, gravel, limestone or other suitable material in such a manner 

 that the DRIVEWAY maintains a smooth hard surface under normal 

 usage and under all weather conditions. The construction of the DRIVE 

 must be governed by good engineering practices and shall take into 

 account the local soil conditions, weather and topography.  

 

Dump- any premises used primarily for disposal by abandonment, discarding, 

 dumping, reduction, burial, incineration, or any other means and for 

 what ever purpose of garbage, sewage, trash, refuse, waste material of 

 any kind, JUNK, discarded machinery, vehicles, or parts thereof, offal, 

 or dead animals.  

 

Duplex- synonymous with DWELLING, TWO FAMILY; see DWELLING, 

 TWO FAMILY.  

 

Dwelling, Family- any BUILDING or portion thereof which is designed and 

 used exclusively for residential purposes and is occupied by one (1) or 

 more persons living as a single housekeeping unit, or FAMILY unit, but 

 not including groups occupying a boarding house, club, HOTEL, 

 MOTEL, fraternity, sorority, monastery or con- vent.  

 

Dwelling, One Family- Synonymous with DWELLING, SINGLE FAMILY; 

 see DWELLING, SINGLE FAMILY.  

  

Dwelling, Single Family- a detached BUILDING designed or intended to be 

 used exclusively as a dwelling for one (1) FAMILY or housekeeping 

 unit and complying with all County Building Regulations.  

 

Dwelling, Multi-Family- a detached BUILDING complying with all County 

 Building Regulations, and designed or intended to be used exclusively as 

 a DWELLING UNIT for two (2) or more FAMILY or housekeeping 

 units, living independently of each other.  
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Dwelling, Two Family- a detached BUILDING, complying with all County 

 Building Regulations, and designed or intended to be used exclusively as 

 a dwelling for two (2) FAMILY or housekeeping units, living 

 independently of each other.  
 

Family- One (1) or more persons, usually related by marriage or immediate 

 blood relationship and occupying a premises and living as a single 

 housekeeping unit, as distinguished from a group occupying a boarding 

 house, lodging house, club, HOTEL, MOTEL, fraternity, sorority, 

 monastery or convent.  
 

Family Dwelling Unit- that portion of a BUILDING designed or intended to be 

 used as a dwelling for one (1) FAMILY or housekeeping unit.  

 

Frontage- the distance from one side line of a LOT to the other side line, as 

 measured along the right of way side line of a road, street or highway.  
 

Frontage Lot- a building LOT meeting the requirements of this Resolution, and 

 having FRONTAGE along a PUBLIC road, STREET or highway.  
 

Garage, Public- any garage, other than a private garage or storage garage, where 

 repairs, rental, servicing, adjusting, or equipping of motor vehicles is 

 permitted or at which the sale of accessories and/or filling station service 

 is permitted.  
 

Gasoline Service Station- any area of land, including any STRUCTURE or 

 STRUCTURES thereon, that is or are used or designed to be used for 

 the supply of gasoline or oil or other fuel for the propulsion of vehicles. 

 For the purposes of this Resolution, Gasoline Service Station shall 

 include any area or STRUCTURE used or designed to be used for 

 polishing, greasing, washing, spraying, dry cleaning or otherwise 

 cleaning or servicing such vehicles.  
 

Height, Building- The vertical dimension of a BUILDING measured from the 

 average elevation of the finished LOT grade at the front of the 

 BUILDING to (a) the highest point of the ceiling of the top story of a 

 BUILDING with a flat roof; (b) the deck line of a mansard roof; or (c) 

 the average height between the plate and ridge of a gable, hip or gambrel 

 roof.  
 

Home Occupation- an accessory revenue-enhancing USE of a DWELLING 

 which activity, occupation, service, or craft is clearly incidental and 

 subordinate to the use of the premises as a DWELLING and does not 

 change the character thereof and is conducted entirely within the 

 DWELLING unit. Such USES as clinics, hospitals, barber shops, beauty 

 shops, tea rooms, homes, animal hospitals, kennels, among others, shall 

 not be deemed to be Home Occupations.  
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Hotel or Motel- a BUILDING, or BUILDINGS, occupied or used as a more or 

 less temporary abiding place for individuals or groups of individuals, 

 with or without meals, and in which there are more than five (5) sleeping 

 rooms and in which no provision is made for cooking in any individual 

 room.  

 

House Trailer or Mobile Home- a detached unit for SINGLE FAMILY 

 DWELLING purposes with all of the following characteristics:  

 (a) designed for long-term occupancy, and containing sleeping 

 accommodations, toilet facilities, a tub or shower bath, and kitchen 

 facilities, with plumbing and electrical connections provided for 

 attachment to out- side systems.  

 (b) designed to be transported after fabrication on its own wheels, or on 

 a flatbed or other trailers or detachable wheels.  

 (c) arriving furnished or unfurnished at the site where it is to be occupied 

 as a dwelling, complete and ready for occupancy except for minor and 

 incidental unpacking and assembly operations, location on sup- ports, 

 connection to utilities, and the like.  

 

 Within this Resolution, the USE of a Mobile Home or House Trailer as a 

 dwelling is a prohibited USE. A Mobile Home or House Trailer does not 

 become an acceptable DWELLING UNIT until it is mounted upon a 

 permanent enclosed foundation, with BASEMENT or crawl space, 

 permanent attachments are made for all utilities, suitable sanitary 

 connections are made, all of the running gear associated with moving the 

 unit is removed, all County Building and Health Department rules and 

 regulations are satisfied, and the requirements of this Resolution for 

 dwellings are met. 

 

Junk- Scrap iron, scrap tin, scrap brass, scrap copper, scrap lead or scrap zinc 

 and all other scrap metals and their alloys, and bones, rags, used cloth, 

 used rubber, used rope, used tin foil, used bottles, old or used machinery, 

 used tools, used appliances, used fixtures, used utensils, used lumber, 

 used boxes or crates, used pipe or pipe fittings, used automobile or 

 airplane tires, and other manufactured goods that are so worn, 

 deteriorated or obsolete as to make them unusable in their present 

 condition, but are subject to being dismantled.  

 

Junk Motor Vehicles- Any motor vehicle which is, 

 (a) Extensively damaged, such damage including but not limited to any 

 of the following: missing wheels, tires, motor, doors, or transmission, 

 and  

 (b) Apparently inoperable.  

 

Junk Yard- any land or BUILDING used for the commercial storage, 

 processing, or sale of JUNK or JUNK MOTOR VEHICLES.  
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Loading Space- an off-street space or berth on the same LOT with a 

 BUILDING, or contiguous to a BUILDING or group of BUILDINGS, 

 for the temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading or 

 unloading merchandise or other materials, and which abuts upon a street, 

 alley or other appropriate means of access.  
 

Lot- a piece, parcel or plot of land occupied or capable of being occupied by 

 one (1) or more BUILDINGS or USES customarily incidental to it, 

 including such OPEN SPACES as are required by this Resolution and 

 with access to FRONTAGE on a PUBLIC STREET or highway.  
 

Lot, Corner- a LOT at the point of intersection of and abutting on two (2) or 

 more intersecting streets or highways, the angle of intersection being not 

 more than one hundred and thirty-five (135) degrees.  
 

Lot, Depth of- the horizontal distance from the right of way line of a street or 

 highway to the nearest point on the rear LOT LINE. LOT depth shall be 

 measured perpendicular to the right of way line.  

 

Lot, Interior- any LOT, other than a CORNER LOT.  

 

Lot Lines- the lines defining the limits of a LOT.  
 

Lot, of Record- a LOT which is part of a subdivision, the plat of which has been 

 recorded in the Office of the Registrar of Deeds of Medina County, or a 

 LOT described by metes and bounds, the deed to which has been in the 

 office of the Registrar of Deeds of Medina County.  
 

Lot, Width of- in most cases, the width measured along the BUILDING LINE. 

 In the case of a LOT which is not square to the highway, LOT WIDTH 

 will be measured perpendicular to the LOT side lines. Where the LOT 

 side lines are not parallel, the LOT WIDTH measurement shall be made 

 in such a manner as to generate the shortest straight line distance from 

 one side line to the other, said line passing through the BUILDING 

 LINE a t the STRUCTURE.  
 

Major Thoroughfare- a road defined as a major thoroughfare by the appropriate 

 Planning Commission or indicated as a major thoroughfare on the Land 

 Use and Thoroughfare Map of current adoption.  
 

Mobile Home- see HOUSE TRAILER.  
 

Motel- see HOTEL.  
 

Non-Conforming Use- a BUILDING, STRUCTURE, or land USE existing at 

 the time of enactment of this Resolution or its amendment, and which 

 does not conform to the regulations of the DISTRICT in which it is 

 located.  
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DEFINITIONS AND APPENDICES 

 

Open Space- an area of land which is in its natural state, or is developed only 

 for the raising of agricultural crops or for outdoor recreation.  

 

Parking Space- an off street space or berth for the temporary parking of a 

 vehicle for a period longer than required to load and/or unload persons 

 or goods and having an area not less than two hundred (200) square feet, 

 a width of not less than ten (10) feet and with DRIVES or aisles giving 

 access thereto from streets, highways or ALLEYS.  

 

Quarry- any USE of land for the removal of any mineral or material, including 

 open or strip mining and shaft mining.  

 

Rear House- a dwelling located in the rear of another dwelling, on a common 

 LOT, and having no immediate street FRONTAGE.  

 

Sign- an advertising or informational device, made of cardboard, cloth, metal, 

 painted glass, wood, plaster, stone or other material of any kind or 

 character whatsoever which is placed on the ground or on any tree, wall, 

 bush, rock, post, fence, BUILDING or STRUCTURE. The term 

 "placed" as used in this definition shall include erecting, constructing, 

 posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking, carving or 

 other fastening, affixing, or making visible in any manner whatsoever.  

 

 For the purposes of these regulations, the word "SIGN" does not include 

 the flag, pennant, badge or insignia of any government, or any 

 governmental agency or of any charitable, religious, educational or 

 similar organization.  

 

 For the purposes of these regulations, the word "Sign" shall include a 

 writing, representation, or other figure of similar character located on the 

 interior of a BUILDING only if illuminated and located so as to be 

 viewed from the exterior of the BUILDING.  

 

Sign, Area of- that area of a SIGN used for the display of advertising matter. 

 Frames and structural members, free of any advertising matter shall not 

 be included in the calculation of sign area, unless, by size or ornateness, 

 the frame or structure has been designed to attract attention.  

 

 The area of a SIGN shall be that area which is normally visible from any 

 one direction. For example, a rectangular SIGN measuring four (4) feet 

 by five (5) feet with advertising matter on both sides shall be considered 

 as twenty (20) square feet, as would a four (4) feet by five (5) feet SIGN 

 with advertising matter on only one side.  

 

 SIGNS consisting of multiple panels, all visible from the same direction, 

 shall be considered as a single SIGN. For SIGNS with multiple faces of 

 differing areas, the face with the largest area shall be the SIGN area.  
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DEFINITIONS AND APPENDICES 

 

Sign, Business- A SIGN which directs attention to a business or profession 

 conducted on the same premises.  

 

Story, Height of- the vertical surface from the top surface of one floor to the top 

 surface of the next above. The HEIGHT of the topmost story is the 

 distance from the top surface of the floor to the top surface of the ceiling 

 joists.  

 

Street, Private- a thoroughfare which affords principal means of access to 

 abutting property, but which has not been deeded to the public.  

 

Street, Public- a thoroughfare which affords principal means of access to 

 abutting property and which has been dedicated or deeded to the public.  

 

Structure- anything constructed or erected which requires location on the 

 ground, but not including fences or walls used as fences. Specials 

 location requirements for ponds and pools are given in Section 1100 and 

 for driveways in Section 1902.  

 

Structural Alterations- any change in the supporting members of a BUILDING 

 such as bearing walls, columns, beams, or girders, or any substantial 

 change in the roof and/or exterior walls of the STRUCTURE.  

 

Tank, Storage - an open or closed vessel suitable for the storage of liquids.  

 

Use- the PRINCIPAL purpose for which a LOT and/or the main BUILDING 

 thereon is designed, arranged, or intended and for which it may be used, 

 occupied or maintained.  

 

Width, Side Yard- the perpendicular distance between the established side LOT 

 LINE and any portion of any STRUCTURE existing or to be constructed 

 on said LOT.  

 

Yard Depth, Front- synonymous with BUILDING SETBACK; see BUILDING 

 SETBACK.  

 

Yard Depth, Rear- the perpendicular distance between the established rear LOT 

 LINE and any portion of any STRUCTURE existing or to be constructed 

 on said LOT.  

 

Zone- an area within which only certain USES of land and BUILDINGS are 

 permitted; yards and other OPEN SPACES are required; LOT areas; 

 BUILDING HEIGHT limits, and other requirements are established; all 

 of the forgoing being uniform throughout the Zone in which the apply.  
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DEFINITIONS AND APPENDICES  

 

     APPENDIX A  

 

SCHEDULE OF ZONING FEES AND BONDS 

 

This Schedule of Fees and bonds was adopted by the Chatham Township Board of 

Trustees, is effective from January 23, 2007, and supersedes all prior schedules. 

 

FEE FOR ZONING PERMIT FOR CONSTRUCTION 

 

 A fee shall accompany each application for a Zoning Permit in the amount 

specified in Table A-1.  BASEMENT, unfinished attic and open deck and porch areas 

shall be excluded from fee calculations.  For multi-story STRUCTURES or 

STRUCTURES with finished attic or loft areas, all finished areas on each level shall be 

included.  The fee shall not be refunded if the permit is refused or becomes null and 

void.  Each site inspection after initial inspection will require an additional fee payment 

of twenty ($20) dollars.  All fees must be paid before permission to commence 

STRUCTURE construction will be given. 

 

Table A-1 

 

Single Family Home            $200 up to 2000 Sq. Ft. of Living, then $10 per 100 Sq. Ft. 

 

Addition   $100 up to 1000 Sq. Ft. then $10 per 100 Sq. Ft. 

 

Accessory Building  $100 up to 2000 Sq. Ft. then $10 per 100 Sq. Ft. 

 

Commercial New  $250 plus 5 Cts. Per Sq. Ft. 

 

Commercial Additional $250 plus 5 Cts. Per Sq. Ft. 

 

Storage Unit   $250 plus 5 Cts. Per Sq. Ft. 

 

The fee for a lot split shall be twenty five ($25) dollars for the first and fifteen ($15) 

dollars for each additional lot split. 

 

A fee of fifty ($50) dollars shall accompany the application for a Zoning Permit for a 

pool, above or in ground, pond or lake. 

 

There is no fee for ANTENNAôS  

 

There is no fee for fences 

 

The fee for decks shall be twenty five ($25) dollars. 

 

The fee for the Zoning Permit for a Commercial SIGN shall be fifty ($50) dollars. 
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FEE FOR BUSINESS USE ZONING PERMIT 

 

 If no construction requiring a Zoning Permit is involved, a fee shall accompany 

the application for a Business Use Zoning Permit in the amount of two hundred fifty 

($250) dollars. 

 

FEE FOR SITE PLAN REVIEW FOR MAJOR SUBDIVISIONS 

 

 A fee of one hundred and seventy five ($175) dollars shall accompany the 

application for a Site Plan Review for a major subdivision.  The fee shall include the 

cost of one meeting of the board of Zoning Commissioners to conduct a Site Plan 

Review.  If additional meetings of the Board of Zoning commissioners are required to 

obtain information on the proposed use or if special studies are required in reference to 

the proposed USE, the applicant shall bear all direct and related costs.  The Board of 

Zoning Commissioners shall supply the applicant with an estimate of such special costs 

before they are incurred.  There shall be no fee for additional meetings of the Board of 

Zoning Commissioners to deliberate the Site Plan or for regular meetings of the Board 

at which the Site Plan is discussed. 

 

FEE FOR APPLICATION FOR ZONING AMENDMENT 

 

 All applications for zoning amendment shall include a fee of one hundred 

seventy five ($175) dollars.  Said fee shall not be refundable. 

 

FEE FOR CONDITIONAL ZONING PERMIT 

 

 The fee for a Conditional Zoning Permit shall be three hundred ($300) dollars 

and shall be payable with the submission of the application for a Conditional Permit.  

Said fee shall not be refunded if the Conditional Zoning Permit is not granted.  In 

addition, when the Board of Zoning Appeals deems it necessary to maintain a strict 

record of public hearing procedures, or have special studies made in reference to a 

proposed USE, the applicant shall bear all direct and related costs.  The Board of 

Zoning Appeals shall supply the applicant with an estimate of such special costs before 

they are incurred. 

 

For renewals of Conditional Zoning Permits that do not require a meeting of the Board 

of Zoning Appeals there shall be no fee.  If the Board must meet to consider the 

renewal, the fee shall be three hundred ($300) dollars. 
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FEE FOR APPEAL FOR VARIANCE 

 

 Any appeal for variance to the Board of Zoning Appeals shall be accompanied 

by a fee of three hundred ($300) dollars which shall be payable with submission of the 

application for variance.  Said fee shall not be refunded if the variance is not granted.  

In addition, when the Board of Zoning Appeals deems it necessary to maintain a strict 

record of public hearing procedures, or have special studies made in reference to the 

appeal, the applicant shall bear all direct and related costs.  The Board of Zoning 

Appeals shall supply the applicant with an estimate of such special costs before they are 

incurred. 

 

If an appeal for variance is not granted, the fee for the subject Zoning Permit may be 

returned to the applicant. 

 

FEE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL OR INTERPRETATION 

 

 A fee of one hundred seventy five ($175) dollars must accompany any 

application for a Zoning Interpretation or for an Administrative Appeal where it is 

alleged that there is an error in an order, requirement, decision, or determination made 

by an administrative officer of Chatham Township in the enforcement of this Resolution 

or Chapter 519 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

BOND FOR ISSUANCE OF A CONDITIONAL ZONING CERTIFICATE 

 

 A cash bond may be required for issuance of a conditional Zoning Permit.  The 

minimum bond shall be one hundred ($100) dollars.  The maximum bond shall be ten 

thousand ($10,000) dollars.  The amount of the bond for a Conditional Zoning Permit 

issued will be determined by the Board of Zoning Appeals.  The basis for this 

determination will be the value of the project. 

 

 

PERFORMANCE BOND FOR MINING OPERATIONS 

 

 To guarantee the restoration, rehabilitation, and reclamation of mined-out areas 

and that such work will be done in a satisfactory manner, every applicant granted a 

Conditional Zoning Permit for such USES shall furnish to Chatham Township a 

performance bond of one thousand ($1,000) dollars per each acre in the proposed 

project area.  In accordance with the Ohio Revised Code, no bond shall be required for 

oil or gas operations. 

 

COST OF COPIES OF THE ZONING RESOLUTIONS 

 

 Copies of this zoning resolution with appendices will be available from the 

Zoning Inspector for a fee of ten ($10) dollars, if mailed thirteen ($13) dollars.  
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DEFINITIONS AND APPENDICES 

 

APPENDIX C 

 

PREVIOUS CHATHAM TOWNSHIP  

DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 

 

Revision 0 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 R-7 R-9 

 

Date  11-61 9-68 5-73 5-74 6-77 5-81 9-84 6-87 

 

Min Lot Area 3/4A 1.5A 3A 

 

Min frontage 100ô 150ô 200ô 

 

Min lot widthééééééééééééééééééééé..200ô 

 

Min setback 

  From US or State 

  Routes 70ô 100ô 

From County or 

  Township roads50ôéééééééééé.100ô 
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